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“N for Work”
N-VAN Design Enriches Possibilities for Life with Loading and Carrying
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ABSTRACT

The N-VAN is a microvan that as successor to the
ACTY VAN represents the first full model change in 19
years. Since the time of its founding, Honda has pursued
experiential value that would help enrich customers’ lives.

Honda Design refers to this as experience design and
engages in vehicle design that ponders ever more deeply
about the customer’s experiential value. N-VAN development
was also based on this kind of thinking, and in order to
reach a deeper understanding of the customer, research was
done into the actual circumstances of people who work
and people who engage in loading and carrying cargo. The
designers themselves worked with package models and went
through repeated trial and error to experience directly how
different cargo would be loaded, what kinds of issues would
be encountered when loading, what points people would
have challenging with, and so on. As a result, it was decided
that customers are of two types, those who emphasize
functionality and those who also like to emphasize style in
addition to functionality. First, for customers who emphasize
functionality, the concept of “a tool for a life that involves
loading and carrying things” was determined, with the idea
that the vehicle would become like a familiar tool that is
easy to work with. The base G and L grades were designed
around the keywords of “a feeling of flexible usability,” “a
feeling of unstressed security,” “a feeling of solid stability,”
and “beautility.” With these G and L grades as a foundation,
another grade called +STYLE was configured to support
a world view of each customer who places importance on
style in addition to functionality. With these two grades, a
new standard was created for a new microvan that becomes
an important tool for everyday lives that involve loading and
carrying things.
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Space made totally usable for loading
and even loading flow

Solid support for carrying cargo
Smooth driving and fuel economy
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Consideration for people

Fig. 1
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Fig. 2 Experience of N-VAN design concept
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1365 mm
Person can stand up stooped over

Large space with square
frame and low floor

2635 mm
It can hold rolled-up 6-mat
carpet (about 9 x 12 feet)

Dual large
openings

525 mm
Low to ground for easier loading

Fig. 3 Space that gives feeling of flexible usability
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Fig. 4 FF layout
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Fig. 5 Package models used in 3D Y-gaya discussions to find ways of “using space completely”
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(driver, front
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N-VAN )

One occupant

passenger) (front passenger seat stored)

ower floor

With one occupant,
long object cannot be placed flat

T

l\ O.’-' 1940 mm

Two occupants
K(driver, front passenger)

Cargo area
height
1200 mm

AN

Square cargo area with low floor

Space enlarged vertically

(-140 mm)

Flat floor enables carrying long,
heavy objects

1365 mm
(+165 mm)
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(-355 mm)

Longest level floor area
in mini compacts
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Fig. 6 Differen

72, BTFHEMOY 7 —2 F 7N L, M2 KB
IZh 3 EEE Lz, ZRITKD Fig. 71083 K512, R
MR BT 20RO % A MO HHI, BiFRA» S OHi/-
BERENA 72, FEHC7 27 £ 2 T& %3 DO & H8
T5Z&T, BElln b 0RELEA T A LBELEHO

t ways to use space

v 2ELUTORM, PO ZX—2DF — )L
F— b EBETENEVEF TOENAND T 7 25 E,
EFEXFhY -V TEo52LH LA T %A
L7,

Fig. 7 Conceptual images of uses for new lines of flow and dual large openings
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Ceiling light location

Vertical steel panel with built-in nuts

Pedal-hampering
prevention board

Fig. 8 Comprehensive functionality enhancements
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. . Carpenter, facilities maintenance,
Small-lot distribution, Motorbike, general-purpose electrician, other occupations

home delivery, etc. equipment business that carry long objects

Fingernails, eyelash extensions,
dog salon, banking,
insurance agent, etc.

Dry cleaning,

used clothing business, etc.
N

Fig. 9 Conceptual images of uses for large space with low floor
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"Maintaining good posture" as in yoga pose

Fig. 10 Driver’'s seat with sense of unstressed security
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Driving position on par with passenger cars
N-VAN
MR layout

Entering and exiting as easy as
in passenger cars
Fig. 11 Driver's seat helps maintain good posture
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Hip-point for less movement by
the center of the body

- 1\ Vehicle A
£ Current
2 -&ACTY VAN Vehicle B
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=
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& Nearer  Farther >
Side sill distance

Hip-point height

Side sill distance

Fig. 12 Greater ease of access
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comfort and low-floor utility L =

Fig. 13 Seating by function
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Fig. 14 Comparison of seat-back sections
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) Headrest provides protection
s and relaxed comfort

0 Flat shape for easier turning

around to look back
OArmrestin
m] Egljs;iirrm;ds center of A higher grades

O Cushion eases access

Front passenger seat

Fully reclinin
Y & table mode

H _Lever, straps
in orange color

O Center console

Fig. 15 Front seats
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Leather-like texture
T

Different textures used for areas people touch and cargo area,

with lower-part texture that makes scratches less conspicuous

1 Areas people touch {

| ==t Satin-like texture

Fig. 16 Measure 1 to keep appearance attractive longer

Scratches stand out on flat surface Stripes help prevent scratches from cargo
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Fig. 17 Measure 2 to keep appearance attractive longer
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G grade: Grey interior finish for spacious feeling
and making scratches unnoticeable

L grade: Dark tone interior finish makes even
accumulated grime unnoticeable

Fig. 18 Interior color variations
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Thin shelves seem flimsy, lack robustness Thick, solid shelves look robust

Fig. 19 What robust shelves are
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Balancing solid stability of shelves with that of tools

Fig. 20 Three beams expand across the entire area for a feeling of solid stability
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Tool for Life that Involves Loading and Carrying Things

i‘t\m Feeling of unstressed security

Fig. 22  Exterior concept
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Fig. 23 Simple design fusing functionality and feeling of unstressed security
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@ Three lines of beading for greater flat panel strength

Peak created to assure
press formability
Side section that
achieves flat panel
Convex section
with rigidity

Damage to stickers also lessened by suitcase beading

Peak created to assure
press formability

Outermost line

Fig. 24 Design with three lines of beading born from function
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@ Minimum opening enhances aerodynamics

@ Given large, square shape and positioned high up.
Safety headlamps enhance visibility.

High/low beam

Turn signal

Front position lamp

Position

Fig. 25

Lights designed with primary concern for safety

@ Usable, loadable, large opening gate

@ Placed high up. Safe rear combination lights with enhanced visibility

Tail lamp

(in-line-LED lamp) .

Stop lamp
(LED lamp)

Turn signal (bulb)
Back lamp (bulb)

Reflector

Tail & Stop
Tail lamp lamp

’

Fig. 26 Rear combination lamp design achieves balance of large opening and safety
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Fig. 27 Van style greets customers with smile

Combination
grille

+STYLE FUN

Advanced headlamps with rich expressiveness
put smile on customers' faces

LED Two-tone
fog lamp wheel cap

Turn signal
(bulb)

Turn signal

Front position lamp
(in-line-LED lamp)

Front position lam
High/low beam P 2

(LED lamp)

High/low beam

Fig. 28 Detailed design expresses sense of fun
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Fig. 29 Van style greets customers with cool look
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+STYLE COOL

B
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Crome-plated
license plate garnish

Crome-plated
fog lamp garnish

LOW ROOF presents stylish appearance

—

Yin, Aerosstyle

| & wheel cap /Yy
3 = 4
-

=)

: @)

Tailgate Spoiler

Rear combination lamp
with clear lens

Fig. 30 Detailed design expresses sense of cool
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Colors that are not quirky
and are thoroughly usable
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+STEE

VENR=ZIZI, N T4 MEER=Y 2L /B A
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Colors that accommodate
various people (jobs, tastes)

AT AR AR

COOL

exclusive color

FUN

exclusive color

NEW

Garden Green Metallic

Fig. 31 Line-up of exterior colors
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Color Effect

Green expressing sense

Soft highlights

of security and confidence
X X

Color palette conveying Thoroughly visible
gentleness base color

ADSIFEZ=EMNCISTFIINAT—

Natural colors that enrich people's feelings

Fig. 32 Concept of exclusive new color, Garden Green Metallic

33. +STYLEX >F U7 e Efxic <2 XL, 8K 7 -
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Areas differing by +STYLE grade

Fig. 33 Conceptual images of +STYLE interior CMF
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m Carpenter

B Plumber
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m Construction worker
(scaffolding builder)

Fig. 34 G and L grades

B Trimmer shops

m Nail shops

m Used clothing shops

Fig. 35 +STYLE FUN grade

m Carpenters

Fig. 36

m Surf shops

W Music shops
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+STYLE COOL grade
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Tool for customers to create events and experiences = N-VAN

RILDIRT - EnEFZZENCLIEWV!

We want to enrich many lives with loading and carrying things!

Fig. 37 N-VAN goal
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