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ABSTRACT

In designing the power unit of the 2018 Gold
Wing, we focused on mechanical lines in efforts to
express a functional beauty with its exterior design.
We strove for a design that clearly telegraphs the
functions of the individual parts to sate the desire of
motorcycle enthusiasts interested in the function and
performance of the motorcycle. In implementing these
design themes, we have produced a motorcycle with
an advanced feel and a power unit with a finish that
satisfies the itch for owning the latest technology.
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Fig. 1 Two design zones and their designated themes
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Fig. 2 Engine situated in center of mechanical line
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Fig. 3 Objects having mechanical and/or artificial
shapes are commonly recognized as
geometric shapes

Fig. 4 Shapes of things that exists in nature are
commonly recognized as organic shapes

Fig. 5 Examples of things that give sense of
inconsistency
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Fig. 6 Front cover design that makes viewer imagine
movement of cam chain

Fig. 7 Design applied to previous Gold Wing
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Fig. 9 Design of covering of intake manifold that
makes viewer easily imagine inside
structures
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Fig. 10 Covering of drive system that is divided into
three pieces

Fig. 11 Consideration on appearance when covering

is removed
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Fig. 13 Simplified surface shape for “polishable
shape”

Fig. 14 Designs applied to developed Gold Wing
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Fig. 15 Example of design using organic shape
elements

Fig. 16 Integrating components with base character
line of the vehicle design
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Developed

Previous

Fig. 177 Example of design applied to fine part (Shape
of receptacles for bolts used for fastening
engine case)

Fig. 18 Adoption of flange bolt contributing to the
mechanical appearance and weight
reduction

Fig. 19 Design making components inconspicuous
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