https://doi.org/10.69239/hondatechnicalreview.2017 29 1 16

ESZ00E Ev]

Honda WANDER WALKER CONCEPT O 7 # 1 >

Design Philosophy of Honda WANDER WALKER CONCEPT
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Advanced nations are undergoing a major shift in
direction from “car-centered” to “human-centered”
urban design. Essential functions are being concentrated
and city centers are becoming more compact, while
initiatives to provide and expand pedestrian areas are
intensifying. As we welcome an era in which the number
of elderly citizens and others experiencing restricted
mobility will increase and populations will undergo
further urban concentration, expectations are increasing
for new personal mobility aids that will supplement cars
and public transport.

The Honda WANDER WALKER CONCEPT was
developed to offer an “urban micro-mover” that would
encourage all users to leave their homes and become
mobile. Seeking a package design that would contribute
to reducing infrastructural barriers, the development
team achieved a size that would make it easy for users
to access urban infrastructure. The WANDER WALKER
CONCEPT is 540 mm wide with a minimum turning
radius of 1,000 mm, making it capable of turning in its
place. Twin-lever steering has been employed to ensure
intuitive operation that is easily understood by all users.

In order to reduce psychological barriers to leaving
the home, the WANDER WALKER CONCEPT is
provided with an information and communications
platform including a “Safety Watch” application, and an
electrically operated seat with a “Welcome Mode.” Under
the concept of “Urban Construction Style,” through the
use of a simple twin-frame structure the styling design
of the vehicle achieved a stylish yet unselfconscious
design that would fit into the urban environment. The
use of a frame structure also made it possible to provide
a freely usable cargo space in the interior of the unit.
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Fig. 1 Grand concept
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Fig. 2 Package concept
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Fig. 3 Package prototype
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Fig. 5 Features of Honda WANDER WALKER
CONCEPT

Fig. 6 Final exterior

Fig. 7 Airless tire
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Fig. 8 Connection via ICT and ITS
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Fig. 9 Pivot turn mode realized by TLS
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Fig. 10 Color concept
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