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Project for Locally Rooted Design Development in Field Tests of Next-Generation Personal Mobility
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ABSTRACT

Honda Motor Co., Ltd. concluded a “Comprehensive
Agreement Regarding the Electric Vehicle Testing Program
for Next-Generation Personal Mobility Products” with
Kumamoto Prefecture in August 2010, directed toward
realizing the joy of free mobility and a prosperous
sustainable society. On that basis, Honda has been
conducting field tests on a variety of different themes. As
soon as field testing began, it became apparent that design
needs existed in the area of communication to bring together
EV field testing with local communities. Therefore, Honda
joined with Kumamoto Prefecture and Sojo University
in a cooperative development project on the subject of
“interface design linking people, EVs, and the community.”
Various topics were formulated from the perspective of
university students (consumers) who were local residents,
such as “field test messages,” “EV charger sign design,”
and “design promoting shared use of Monpal four-wheel
electric scooters.” A number of items were created and their
effectiveness was confirmed during the field test.

One major result of this field test is that concrete
form was given to the process of linking the creation of
products to activities of this kind to originate new designs
in the local community. In other words, local residents
engaged in thinking about things they would themselves
be using in their own neighborhoods, as well as looking
for solutions to issues in their own local community.
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Fig. 1 Honda electric mobility synergy
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Fig. 3 Logoed items
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Fig. 4 Guidance signs for charging stations
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Fig. 5 New pictogram matching JIS pictograms
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Fig. 6 Guidance signs for charger types available for
specific EVs

Fig. 7 Guidance signs for municipal parking lot No. 2
at Kumamoto Castle

Fig. 8 Guidance sign at Uto Honda Cars dealership

— 198 —



KL=V FIVEE Y 7 ¢ EEIEBRICSH I BT 1 2 7EE)

322. 41 >FH1AA KR

YT b7 T AEEERINISCFITS B WRRTREKE
BEABEDTH BN, BEHRDOWLIEHEEED 58 EN %
RUDHF TR LD DL DR TORHELILETH DL &E A,
[TETEET IV XFFNEFTICH L 72RR S 1ER L
72 ZHUT, BRI R E 5 MBI E RS D 556k
ElZ, B AO P ST 572028 AMTH, —HD
FEOHMAEZERE L TCEELDEDEHEAILD K —
LANR—=D FIZALTW3., BRI, BAATOE s Mo
7 LHORHEREL B, 207 - 2 3AMICE Y ~
u— R LCflifiTx 5 (Fig. 9).

323. 77V r=a 937497

A4 VTFHA VOEENERMTIE R0, Zv— b
Tx VEEHLZBH I — FORSED 7 7Y & HIEFEERIC
THHEL, ZDA VvV E—T 22— 5T 4 9226V b
I LEHMLTOS. BiEIZE >TEAY— T4V
BEROFIHAEE L W E WS 2RHEDH % KL 724 v
B —7 2 — ZADHHEIZE TIEE S T, JEkIiZiz
ZDEIBENANPERTOA V2 =T 22— AL EETD
% (Fig. 10).

33. ELNIVHARFIATOE— 3>

EYIIZ KB [ &5 A L FEIR IR | I3eA T
WNT4mlEZ k-7 BPOFEIFER T, BkIIRzh
2L DDEFFGRET 204 EHET I ANLBLL, FfEL

Fig. 9 Design guide pamphlet available on
Kumamoto Prefecture website
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Fig. 10  Application interfaces
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Fig. 11 Leaflets for experimental project event and

area map

Fig. 12 Wrap design options for “Monpal”
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Fig. 13 Parking spot designation
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Fig. 16  Modified prototype model
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Fig. 177 New models in use on the street
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(1) http://www.pref.kumamoto.jp/site/evtaunkousou/ev-

sign.html
(2) http://www.honda.co.jp/demo-program/report04/
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