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Microstructure and Mechanical Properties
of Heat-resistant Mg-Zn-Y Cast Alloys with Addition of Fourth Elements
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Extruded Mg-Zn-Y alloys with long-period
stacking ordered (LPSO) structures are known to
display increased strength at high temperatures, and
are therefore useful in achieving weight savings in
automotive components. Seeking to realize these
attractive properties in cast components, the project
discussed in this paper focused on controlling the
microstructure of MgyZn,Y, (at.%) cast alloy by
the addition of a fourth element. First, the effects
of refining the crystal grains through the addition
of zirconium and modification of the cooling
rate on microstructure and mechanical properties
were investigated. With the addition of Zr and the
achievement of a high rate of cooling, the resulting
MgysZn,Y,Zr,, cast alloy displayed fine equiaxed
grains (approx.10 um in diameter) and excellent
tensile and fatigue properties, equivalent to or greater
than those of commercial aluminum alloys at high
temperatures above 200 “C. At 250 °C, this alloy
exhibited a tensile strength of 223 MPa, approximately
twice that of the A4032-T6 alloy used for automotive
pistons. The project also focused on strengthening
LPSO structures by means of stacking fault energy
(SFE), and used a first principle calculation to select a
further element for addition to the alloy. The addition
of Ag increased yield strength by 60 percent.
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Fig. 1 Step-shaped copper mold and sampling points

Table 1 Chemical composition of Mg alloys used in
this study (at. %)

Alloy Zn Y Zr Ag Mg
MggsZn,Y, 211 | 2.06 — — Bal.
Mggs 8ZnyYoZrg, | 1.86 | 1.81 | 0.21 — Bal.
MgosZnaY2Ags | 231 [ 2.02 | - | 2.96 | Bal

3. EBRAE

KEBETEMHAMEL T MgywZn,Y, &4,
Mggs sZn, Y, Z 1o, B8 L U MggsZn,Y,Ag, A% 72,
Ar 7 ZFFH S C RIS R TRV Y R &l
WL, JIS H 5203 SHUEAER - #RHU RS W in <A A 2 P
18 mm X/H & 25 mm XE & 160 mm OHFEIAI KA
G Uz AU AT R & Table 1187, 724
HRE OB AT T 5729, IE50 mm THE X% 2 mm,
4 mm, 8 mm &% Z 7z Fig. 1 128§ REECIRSH$HE A Fuv ¢
MgossZin, Yo Zro, BB H R L 72, $tith ORI BA X
#IAr (X-ray diffraction:XRD) Tl L, #lfkiZELRS
T-BHE (Scanning electron microscope: SEM) %2 CHERE
U7z, & SISHE AR & GF 3 2 728, #7077 1 BGELIRlT
(Electron back scanning diffraction: EBSD) 2 X 5 fiithh %
117z,

FEMGRY PR 5 [5RakBR, 5 IRIEME 97 akER, 2 ) — 73
B, 0y 2oy 2 VBB KUY v L B — iR BRI T
B U 72, 51RAERFTIE, R A PATEREE ¢ 6.35 mm, £
SFEIFEAE 25.4 mm O ASTM E8 BEHERER IR, REERIRAY
AT OIE X 2 mm, T84 mm, FEREEEE 4 mm O
INRBE T IR & V72 BIREBRIE, 5 X 107 /s,
B 25 - 300 C DSRMTITYV, BEITalERIE, ISR
= — 1, 1E3%0% 20 - 40 Hz, #03E L EdRA 10" HlH L UK
B 200 C D&M EERtvhalBR R IR & -l Tt -
7z. 20 — 7B 200 °C X 90 MPa iZ Ty, il X GhER
FJIS Z 2245 CHIL, vy Z Y 2L B 27—, AkBR
71980 N Tir o7z, ¥ v L B —fli%EaRERI3 JIS Z 2242 12
HIL, V7 v FIBIRTEERICS T - 72, BMEEIZ JIS R
161112k 2L —%—7 7 v vk BWRHAEEIZIIS R
1618 12 & 2 BB HTIL, Y v 7 #I3 JIS Z 2280 12K %
Ak, w3 JIS Z 8807 Ik B 7L F A 7 ATt
WU, BRFshet & g L 7z
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Mg-Zn-RE (Rare Earth: 7 50 A4/ 5 Zr IR
I & 2 ML RIZR ST VB AP, MggZn,Y,
BB MR K9 2 WAL R & GR35 728, MgeZn,Y,
EBEB LV Mgy Zn, Y, Zrg, B ) 28 L 72, Fig.
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K ERT. miAEE s o-MgH, Mg,ZnY (LPSO) M
BEO Mg Zn,Y, 2 S ST TH D, ZriRINZ K %
KA DOZEALIZ 25 2 5 7=, Fig. 312 MgeZn,Y, &k &
O MggsZn,YoZro, DO RIFE TR AR, THRLF—
SrEE X B3 M (Energy dispersive X-ray spectrometry:
EDS)#HR& ZhEToOWE ' » 5, BEHH o-Mg M
T, Jkt, HERIEZhZFH LPSO M XU Mg;Zn,Y, £
ThHbHEHEZEND. MgeZn,Y, &4 Fig. 3 (a) D&
IZ a-Mg D BIHEIR E R > T2 8 DONE B Ehr-.
Fig. 3 (b) 25525 K512, MgyZn,Y, #iE, a-MgHD
JADIZ Ay b7 =2 RISEE L7 LPSO % 0Wid % &
57, HKREREASR L Tz, —J5, MggssZn,Y,Zrg, &
%13 Fig. 3 (c) D& 51 a-Mg AR L TH D, Fig.
3(d) 2 5bhb LD, Mg Zn,Y, ST 2 B2 2 b

g MggsZn,Y,

< a-Mg (00-035-0821)
A | PSO (00-036-1273)
® Mg,Zn,Y,

il 2

Intensity —

20 (degrees)

Fig. 2 XRD patterns of MgeZn,Y, and
Mggs sZN,Y 271, , alloys

MggeZn, Y, Mggs 6ZN,Y 221y 5

Fig. 3 BSE (Back scattered electron)-SEM images of
MggeZn,Y, and MggsZn,Y,Zr,, alloys

LTCWz, L2 LAERS, Zr iz k5 o-Mg KEOH
HEFTIIMRTE L, 572D T, EBSD f##ric kD
R AE AL 72, ZOER% Fig. 41089, Zho&kD,
MgesZn,Y, A4 H & U Mges sZn,Y,Z 1y, B B D fE SRR
BEZ200 um BV 20 pm THY, Zr BN K 5
AL FIIIEFICRE W EAbh 572, £/, Fig. 3 (d)
RHEITRT LD a-Mg KiNIZIZ AR 23 2 Bis &
7z. Fig. 5 (a) 8 & U (b) 12, @5 & Iz fdilki o0& & +
PH{%E% (Transmission electron microscope: TEM) (%% &
U EDS #HRE/RT. ThoDRER»S, 2 OWHRIZH
0.5 um DO TG ZIRD Zr-rich KiTH 5 Z &hbr >
72, ATy AHICET B Zr OREERR 0.12 at. %)
WMETH 35 0.2 at. %IZH UKD Z &2 5 KEED Zr 28
GIEL, ThoBa-MgHOBAERDEEERBZ LT
Mggs sZn,Y o Z v, BB DML R Z 5728 D& 2
bh5.

412 HAREICRIZTSHREDRE

MeggssZn,Y,Z 1o, &SI 51 5 M HEE O 8 % il
Y 57280, BEELREE % VT Mg sZn, Y, Zr,, &4 (£
X 2 mm, 4 mm, 8 mm)Z®EHL 7. XRD OFEHR, T
DRI & & a-Mg M, LPSO Mk KU Mg,Zn,Y, fHAH
SR I TR O, WHBE O X 2 MR HOZE 1L
32805 72, MgossZn,Y,Zry, 54 J£& 2 mm, 4 mm, 8

Mggs §Zn,Y 221 5
S Tl T N

Fig. 4 Crystal orientation imaging maps of
MgeeZn,Y, and MggssZn,Y,Zr,, alloys

(a)

4 8,008 Hange-  28.468 keV 20.220 -

Fig. 5 (a)TEM image of Mg grains in
MggssZn,Y,Zr,, alloy (b) TEM-EDS
analysis obtained from particle
indicated by white arrow in Fig. 5 (a)
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mm) O K5 714 % Fig. 6 12, EBSD Jifii~ v 7% Fig. 7
IRY. Fig. 6 &0 @A A K = < A& %I1E E MU o
L3 2MEAIZH B Z Ehbhr b, 72 Fig. 7 & 05
iz ZEnZFN 8 ym, 11 pym, 16 pym THo72. —h,
Zr BERMO 2 mm JEE D& DI 50 - 100 2 m FEE LK
THotz. LN 5T, 2 - 20 mm FEEDORIEF I,
FEEVRIEAY 200 m A5 20 pm ML L 72 Zr WRINOD
HEOFNHHREDOFEL D KEWEE L bh, HEH
P2 20 mm BIAD & DAL WL Y ¥ VS TIE Zr WI0
IZE ML K ORI TH D 02 5.

4.1.3. HEWHE

Fig. 812 MgessZn,Y,Zre, &4 JEE 2 mm, 4 mm, 8
mm) 12 $5 1) B 5RGE & OB IRAE A2 R T, i
ELTAL032-T6 7L I = AR EDFEMRE &R T.
200 CLULETARESHEACTL T\ 5 A4032-T6 Xt L,
Mgos sZn, Y, 21, A8 TIHEMAREIK TR Ok
Motz 72, KSR A L DI EEREERL,
ER R 10 pm LR OMM M E AT 5681080 T
1% A4032-T6 OFEIRME 2B A TH D, 250 C Tl 223
MPa & A4032-T6 O 2%, 300 C Tl 35V glikms
SEAL TSI LIIRETRNETHS. /2, 250 CT

Fig. 6 BSE-SEM images of Mggs¢Zn,Y,Zr,, alloy in
thickness of (a) t = 2 mm, (b) t = 4 mm and
(c)t=8 mm

Tensile strength (MPa)

Fig.
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Fig. 7 Crystal orientation imaging maps of
Mggs.sZn,Y,2Zr,, alloy with (a) t = 2 mm,
(b)t =4 mm and (c) t = 8 mm
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12200 C TOREFTHFE (S-N X)) & A4032-T6 7L I =
T AEEE R LU TORT. P ORINI KB O D %R
T FREREIZE 2D 5T, MgessZn,Y,Zr, Adid 200
CIZHBWT A4032-T6 LT[R DN #E (107 cycle)
RO, F72, MR UM A 51T EREHIK T L)
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Fig. 9 Relationship between yield strength and grain
size for Mg-Zn-Y alloys
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Fig. 10  S-N curves of Mggs¢Zn,Y,Zr,, and A4032-T6
alloys

MPEAEE NS, Mg-Zn-Y REETIE LPSO MHAE
EAED TS E VDI TS V9, K MgessZn,Y,Zr0,
H4 T IAMBRIC LPSO MHOIEAEHE I g 17 L X4 C
WwWbEEZ5N%. Fig. 1112200 C, 90 MPaltki3 3
7)) = TR ERT. N Ty R —DF A NSV
&N r=iit#h~ 27 % v 544 ACM522'7) & Kl 2
5220 —TREEAL, KDMMEWMENERENS T VR
Iy v a2l ffibhd 7L I=v A/448 ADCI2 &
RIEELNRXLOI ) —TOFTAERLEZ. EHIZEIBIO
110 MPa Tid ADC12 % L0 2 5okl ar, L0
WO 300 C, 50 MPa T3 4 50OWEWi AT db -7z, K
FAZE U 7AL AP RR TR 21H§ 2 22 B L O
Rl RIAZ & 0 RHHA L T B Z & T, Zh6 &l
Do) = THEERE LT b TS P DEnkS
12, MgossZn,Y,Zr, B4 200 °C LI EOEREHIZ W
T, WEEOBEOT LI =Y 248 L A% Lo BiFk il
R AR L 72

WIZRE GO BIF 5 Bl ia g O BIK % A3 5 720, #
sk e kbR (230 °C fR$%) I & ORI 25 (bl (250
CRFD) 2175 7o, BESNEREMGFTD 100 h% O~ ik
2N, A4032-T6 ¢ 33 X 107 %5t L, MgyssZn,Y,Zrs
AEi3 4 X 10° % L IEHIT/NE &ETH > 72. Fig. 1212
250 °C, 100 h 4% L 7z BE0 e & Wi 02 b &Ry

A4032-T6 13 100 h THRB60 25 10 % T2l
IR 45—, MgossZn,Y,Zry, B3I & A ETE
KT Eh 572 Ad032-T6 TIILAPHO KL IZ &
DR TARI 58D MR XN 5. Fig. 13
12 MggssZn, Yo Zrg, B4 KU A4032-T6 D RBR % D
I ulik AR, FEEIC A4032-T6 LA H DR
FALDER S N7z, —T7, MggssZn,Y,Zry, & &1k ik B
Bl THBZ L »EO s hahr 5. ZD LS,
Mgos sZn, Y, Z 10, A 4iE A4032-T6 SR shELE D 7 L 2

6
>j 200 °C, 90 MPa
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Fig. 11 Creep properties of MggssZn,Y,Zr,,

(t = 8 mm), ADC12 and ACM522 alloys
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=T ARSI ERO M E A E N2, BAFAE
ERErEONZEDEEZONS.

Yoy LY — R ER A R IZ DWW T, MgossZn,YoZrg, B
TIISFEA SISO ST, BEM A4032-T6 D 2.0 X
10" J/m* 12/ L, 3.6 X 10" J/m® &A% L, EOR M %R
L7z, ZOHRITV 2 v FIRTH 55, ek i
BWTHRIBRICRAF AR EER Uz, RICHENE: % ffERR
%728, 4 s b R R AR T % BTN MgogZn, Y,
BEB LU MggssZn,Y,Zrg, &2 #$HE L 2. ZOER
IR EE Table 2 1289, Zr 2WRMIL, #LKE Z St
L2 e TlmEgm bicma Tmogm bl Tng., —i%
12 Zr THMME L 22 B i b O it #2773 > o A 54E
(EZ33A, QE22A, EQ21A, ZE41A, WES54A %) Ofiit?
&, WAL T3 icelbo T4 %Rk THS Y. —
75, MggssZn,Y,Zrg, B&TIE10% 2 A TH D, KE4E
MR R EFOZ Ebh b, 25 TITRBREMFE

70
Soaked at 250 °C
60 O—— H
n Mggs sZN,Y 221 5
50 F————"7"—" ¢ A4032-T6 H
T 30 —pn N
20 " Y
10 s 2
0 1 1 1
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Fig. 12 Relationship between hardness and soak
time for MgesZn,Y,Zr,, (t = 8 mm) and
A4032-T6 alloys

Before soaking

250 °C-100h

Mggs.sznzyzzrb.z

BSE-SEM images of MggssZn,Y,Zr,, and
A4032-T6 alloys before and after soaking

Table 2 Mechanical properties of MggZn,Y, and
MgessZn,Y,Zr,, alloys

Tensile Yield Elonaation

Alloy strength strength o (S)J/a o
(MPa) (MPa) (%)
MggeZn, Y, 216 116 43
Mdgs 8Z2N;Y 52T 5 249 125 105

BT LEZ A5 TOEWH, Fig. 14 12K S L KA S
2B 3B TOMU L 250 C TOFEMR X OB %5
T MgossZn,YoZrg, B8 RIRIEEE 721 T < iR T DL
P IEF @, WE - N T Y ZADROHMEITH B &
Wib.

4.1.4. &

Mggs sZn, Y 7, B EDFERE% Table 3 1R g . HLikhs
ELT, BT I = 4464 (A4032, AC8A), I~
v A54 (AZ91, WES4) OFERE RS, HBEJHERG O
fERAE (A 2 V) EF A A I HNERE D
MCAE & 2 28RS, B~ 2V Y /S L ik
LTRELKFESINTED, DLABATLI =Y 4484
DEREE IS, RIFARR A E S .

BUEHRAR s KUY v S RIER I~ o 1 vy A5 4E LT
HLRLTHY, BHT LI ZO 258 LDIRVEETSH
50, WEEBEH~Y XY A8ERRINEL, 7L 3
ZULAARED 0% FHETH Y HEHEEOL Y U VRO
BRI T 3.

4.2. LPSO #Hs bIC & 2 58E R L

ZNFETOEERT Mgy Zn,Y,Z 1, B EI3IEFIZE O E
R AHOZ L b 57228, Fig. 918§ & 5 IZHiRD
0.2% ME ML & EVE TRV, Z22C, G5 T
L7z Ag #MIT 52 HIC & D 8 35014 X - 7. Fig. 15

300
Developed allo
250 [ pec a™o Yoo
g Mggs 82N, Y5210
= t2
£ 200 [--NTP e NN\t
o
Yol
N
®
e 150 [ N TN
iS)
C
o
E 100 f----—-------XA"Vee e/
B
c
2
T
O Heart-resistant magnesium alloys
0 L L
0 5 10 15
Elongation at 25 °C (%)
Fig. 14 Relationship between tensile strength at

250 °C and elongation at 25 °C
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Table 3 Characteristics of MggssZn,Y,Zry, alloy compared to commercial aluminum and magnesium alloys
Thermal cor:ductivity Thermgl_ expanf:ion Young’s modulus Density
Alloy (W{’m- C) . coefficient (1{’ C) (GPa) (kg/m?)
at 200 °C (25 °C) at25-300 °C
Mdas sZN,Y 2210 102 (92.5) 26.6x10° 458 1890
A4032-T6 141 21.5x10° 73 2690
ACBA-T6 128 21.4x10° 78 2720
AZ91D-T6 (51) 27.2x10° 45 1830
WES54-T6 (52) 24.6x10° 44 1850

12 Mgg;Zn, Y,Agy B4 & MggeZn,Y, &4 XRD XIJE #7174,
MgosZn,Y,A gy A4 TlE MgosZn,Y, &40 3TORIZINA,
KENCREH 2 BB ER N T BN H 5 Z &
bHh b, Fig. 1612 MgeZn,Y,Ags BE D KYHE 115 & &
® EDS sitfifi R 4784, XRD OfER & R, FHHD o -Mg
1, LPSO M, Mg,Zn,Y, ¥ L OFKEA X HD 4 25
MK XN T%, EDS 5 OK5% , RHFIZ 3 Ag idEE L
TW5 72, X HIZIE Mg  NOREVEIRTH 559 4 at. %% K
EHMAS Ag B I ENbh ok Thbb, HIZ Ag
MEHEL T2 DT 72 < FiBl 2l AER U 72 T 5EME 2
5. X522 DHD HAADF(High angle annular dark field)-
STEM %% 5 Z & > 7=. Fig. 1712 LPSOMH& X HD
TEM {%7% i L72. HAADF-STEM @3 THS5D#%%4 2
VETA L EDITTETEOT, HIZEENAKELLDIE
EHLES, XN—=2 &% 2% LPSO HIZEIANIZ 2 JH 1
HL, Z2TIEMg KOHETFEFORE L Zn 3 LIF Y H
TARMLL T B Z e 2Rt 0 0, Ag RIIAED L
BILL T 2 RPN A< B 280085 D, EDS
ISR E A, Mg 2 AglZBEREh T\ 5 & 0 L i
ENb. Thbb, Ho TWEZRTETILOLIIZ AgltiE
L7z LPSO DR S h7zeEz2 60 5.

WIZ MggsZn,Y,A g, BEOM IO EEHERS 5 720,
MO L O U, 5I8RRER% 1T > 7. Fig. 18 12455
Rt & WD 0.2% M NOBRE ZhE TO T — 2 & iR

MggsZn,Y,Ags

% Unknown

Intensity —

& a-Mg (00-035-0821)
A LPSO (00-036-1273)
@ Mg.Zn,Y, (00-036-1275)

Dol o

20 30 40 50 60 70 80
26 (degrees)

Fig. 15 XRD patterns of MgeZn,Y,Ag; and
MgesZn,Y, alloys

a-Mg 96.90 | 1.00 0.80 1.29

MgaZnsY, | 51.79 | 2557 | 18.14 | 4.49

Fig. 16 BSE-SEM image and point EDS analysis of
MgesZn,Y,Ags alloy (at. %)

Fig. 177 HAADF-STEM images of (a) Mggs¢Zn,Y,Zr,,
alloy and (b) Mgg;Zn,Y,Ag; alloy
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Fig. 18 Relationship between yield strength and grain
size of Mg-Zn-Y-X alloys
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