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In the shrinking of sedan market, the creation of new
values for sedan is strongly demanded. The luxury
sedan, LEGEND, comes to the situation of a full model
change after the interval of nine years. The 2005 model
year LEGEND has been developed, which has the aim
of creating the ultimate luxury sedan brand of Honda and
the attractive features expected to the luxury sedan class.

A good balance between excellent driving
performance and fuel economy has been achieved with
lightweight and compact engine which has superb power
performance, the weight saving technologies, and SH-
AWD to improve the driving stability dramatically. The
vehicle features the latest technologies such asiNVS and
AFS, driving support system to increase safety during
night driving, and the latest safety equipments to reduce
impact. The functional design of spacious cabin, which
appeals to the senses, and quietness in a cabin during
driving present a driver and passengers with a relaxed
and luxurious experience. These advanced technologies
have been brought together in an ultimate sports sedan,
the new LEGEND, which has new values and attractive
features of “high quality as a luxury car” and “driving
pleasure”.
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Fig. 1 Exterior styling of new LEGEND

Table 1 Comparison of vehicle specifications

New Model |Previous Model

Overall length (mm) 4915 4995
Overall width (mm) 1845 1820
Overall height (mm) 1450 1435
Empty vehicle weight (kg) 1760 1690
Wheel base (mm) 2800 2910
Tire tread : front/rear (mm) 1575/1585 1550/1540
Tire size 235/50R17 215/60R16
Engine type V6 SOHC VTEC| V6 SOHC
Engine displacement (1) 3.471 3.473
Power (kW/rpm) 221/6200 158/5200
Torque (N-m/rpm) 353/5000 312/2800
Transmission 5AT 4AT
Fuel capacity (I) 73 68
Minimum turning radius (m) 5.8 5.5
Riding capacity 5 5
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model and previous model
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Fig. 4 Interior design concept for new LEGEND
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Table 2 Comparison of main engine specifications

New Model Previous Model
Engine type 60° V6 SOHC VTEC 90° V6 SOHC
Displacement 3471 (cc) 3473 (cc)
Compression ratio 11.0 9.6
Fuel Premium Premium
Max. power 221/6200 (kw/rpm) 158/5200 (kw/rpm)
Max. torque 353/5000 (N-m/rpm) | 312/2800 (N-m/rpm)

Transmission 5AT 4AT
8.6 (10-15mode) 8.7 (10-15mode)

Fuel economy

Emission J-SULEV % % % % J-LEV % %
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Fig. 6 Comparison of output performance of engine
in new and previous models
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Fig. 11 View of suspension of new LEGEND

Fig. 12 Concept of suspension system
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