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History of Honda’s Grand Prix Race Motorcycle Engines Development
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ABSTRACT

This paper describes the history of the engines
developed by Honda for the world motorcycle
Grand Prix races, which form the basis of
Honda’s racing spirit and Honda’s reputation as a
specialist in engines, as well as major problems
encountered in the process.

Although the contents described here may be
thought of as obvious now, the development then
was a process of learning from experience for
many people who strove, valuing ideas and time,
led by Soichiro Honda. They managed to achieve
performance targets set higher for each year than
the year before, but had to leave quite a few
problems encountered in the process technically
unknown and unsolved.

This paper outlines only a part of the history of
the unique aspects of Honda’s engine development,
but it is intended to be informative for those who
are engaged in the development of engines.
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ER LT, ZhERIZ50cc 8L 125¢cc 7 7 2D GP

L—2WGERIET A Z iz 572,

42. 250cc T2 Exk— 3 (1962~1967)

RC163, RC164 1962 fF-Fko % 1 [MIghfE4S HAR
d— N4 ua—FL =2 v & LTRCLI63 4, %
LCHEHi% 1963 £ LT RC164 MPIF c iz,
ZO 2RO IAREEIZ RC162 LFAEED 5 VA,
IR IZBIR T 2 R, ST 2 A I I
HTOENDD 572, BETORFIZL, 228 F Y
AT3NBYYNTH 72, ¥ 44.5PS(178PS.¢)
/14000rpm & 31f1 L L 72 RC164 i3, %20 RC162 &
[FIRRIZL — 2 THHRL 1963 FF "GP S v F v &
1P L 7=,

2RC164 1964 4EIE8ADT AL T VY FETIE,
RC164 OHRT 2RC164 THIHG L 7241, Y~ 03K
LD TREIZFED LW E D TIRIED 5 72,

RC165 Y9 noFLWERZEMIETNL, 6 %fH
? 250ce TV ¥ Y RC165(¢39.0X34.8%X6) A% 1963 4
12 Hizfeli S hz, F RO ER S 720, ¥
VY RETwIN—=0 5V o -2k —iEE L, 2
V=T EIEA, QRFEEIL4ARDNNILT & Smm 2T 5
I 5729, Cu-Cr-Mo $58kDOERE$HAA, @2 T
VoV 7 MEIEAICKBEL LTy THAT, iz
B =5 R7Y) VIR, @7 y Do 7Yy —
FUSMER AL S 2, 20 IREI & DIRZ 8T 5 L i,
BIEALOIR A X0, HDo 2 5 v 7 ¥ ViR koM
WTE L X725 Th B,

RC165 i3 #l 2% 4 HHIZ., 52PS(208PS.“¢)
/17000rpm DIREH AR T A 2 )V TH 6L, Z
DT DY b T TRDF0 3NITHRD 5 72 HHARD
HAGP L — A TIIERMN S TEF LA, LA Lk
M6, 1964 4EJE1E RC165 OfERIOFZE S < iy GP
SYFRVIII2MTH > 7,

2RC165 RCI165 13, 5lZHiE 1965 FOHiF % T
L 722 BER I3RS DY BB Z W RALD 2RC165
EHELTT V-2 6ALZ MERIZTT V-2
TIEHE LS DD, 1965 4% i GP 7 v+ v 7
P AV e PATNE 3 5% (I P =G VR SO il

3RC165. RC166 #»< LTI19664EEiX, &b
WR L7 3RC165 DB & & - 7z, i 11 57P S
(228PS,7¢)./18500rpm & L, 5 HDZRA ¥
SHBLT. 74 V5V RET8HEMER LZET 2,
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5. 1962 FE, S5 L —XIZ&ML 1=
50cc £ 350cc T

51. 50cc T > : #xk— 4 (1962~1966)
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1960 -1 HEE 5 MiFO il 2 —$ 2K - C110 %
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EAEERIEIRBEE D 2 5L 7T, A1 &Y v 7 NEREIE AN
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A MU, REEE I 110km,h gkl 72, L
PLENRSIITAFT () D=2 -~ v v ORET)
13 8PS T, HDo 8 A MMl & T, EHEI13 130~
135km,h & PREX N7z, ZD XS ORI, FFEE
I AIETEIO 2XCR110 ORAFE D Hh 7z, Zhid
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I AS—FY L —VERHL, 2386 TH >
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IR BIC U THIBB L 7288, BRE A A 5 3ITH
botz, HEoT. ZOREE L TEE 8 A Mg % {13
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L=ZKDHIG LA RE2 DT kL —Z2DT7 4 V5
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13 3Mcib - 72,
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HEHIA S 72, UHEZ XF D~ 2 Vi 11PS BLEH T
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25MLICHE AT 57, LA LA SXEY D DR
7 25ce L/ANEIRIEET, RLUTRMRA S A5 »
DORREMT Z gk ir» 572, RC112 O T AR
3OYa—bAbU—2OEH2KFTEF VY PL -V
D23 THRX, @360° 75 r w7 bD3 YR
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@ 10mm BORIKT I 7% TH 572, T DR, we
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2 AR V4 DR U 22 8RE Y — & v b ORIl S h e
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AREREIX. RC112 1F L A EED & O ORI
LoD BHERROFHITRE L, @ T Y v v kg
Bxkm Lg 220 L THEE 2T v oTE, O
RO 7202 7 v o RFETLEFEORE L #4175 720 Z
DOFRERARIZIE 11.8P S (236P S, £),/18500rpm DH}
HEBT TTLV—ATRANYVBEFNELINE S v 7
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WRENZBINT & A d > 72728, 1963 FED i GP 5
P R VAN 5 STV AN
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7edALY v T MRHOT A4 FALXYE 1 DA OH
LY 7 MR DOR—ART Y VS ku—FIT4H,
OFEBFOFY b L -V OIREIES 2720127 &
FYIZL 8 EFA @rUKKTERED R ELE X B 72
BT VYR TIEEDRHETH > 72, T OREH
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LTV % v THEEOI L, @F vy TLADOEZ b+ VN
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TR & PR R A RIS 5 721Dy 7 v o ¥y
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2 ) v ZIEE 0.8mm A5 0.6mm & U7z, 7 ORER
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Mg EhIET 52 ko7,

52. 350cc I ¥ : g@EmEk—5 (1962~1966)
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ZEH L., PES % 339.5¢c & L7 RC171 1. RIS
WIEEIRE 2 7 v 7 RETLORE L 2170, 50PS
(147PS./ 2).,/12500rpm D@ I 5155 Z L N TE
7o FLTAHI VA TTL— 205 H L., B HERIL

1962 4EE D "#i GP 7 v F ¥ 7 1 M &S L 7=,

RC172 1963 4%, RC163 &\ — 2 349.5¢c
IZ8GE L 72 RC172 A & iz, Z D J1id 56PS
(160PS,” ¢),/13000rpm T& - 7z, 2P RC172 i3 2 4F-
ML TL =2, Ya-Ly Fe v oIz kD
1963 1% & 64 FHEIIC "HG GP 7 v % v & 1 &S
L7,

2RC172. RC173 19654EIZIZZ DY F AU
YeNDBBMT B EES & T, vy yOURA LB
FrXh7z. £ L6544k 2RC172. 66 4-FHIZ RC173
EIFFRE Nz, T b OEARREEIZ RC172 &IKIFFRC
THBHM% L7#ILOZEIZ &) RC173 il )
IXEEIZH L 62PS (177PS,/ ¢ ),/13500rpm % 572, T
2 MHOMENIE. REOEY L -V ORIETH >
Too ZOREE LTy bV =Y g vickBd a0 8%
TLOBEFIZE B 4% (Fig. 8) %, M4 DOREA
Aoz, ZOHIRIZHK 13000rpm THEZ 0, LRI
EH LY v 7 POBEEEAKE S EB LT, B ALY
3 EALITHEMIRE A BRI L. 2 OIRRECHEIR A i B
EXYPL—YDOTA FILEYEIZTOR ZHBIZHBE
DA 72, 1965 13V 2 NDBNNT A 5 7255, MV D
3= 2 —v Y VOB LD EREBRNS N, L
MLERE, HHEIZEHEIDETHHGP vV 01
WAHEST 5 Z & AN, & 1966 4£151X RC173 A
BEHL FY L VDS TAEDEILENE S, 5
AZIIANA N Ty FEl AR L 7 v % v o 1%
A, SHEH MBI &K LT 7=,

RC174 1966 %%, 250cc d 6 Xifai (RC166) A
TR LR ERIT2X51I08D., 54 FOHEAL
H->T.RCI66 % RN— A= 2—v L VEMBTZZ &
12257z, L2LAHMS 6 XMHIZT 5T & CHEHHI
T3 L ADEL., B FIR/NRO 297 ce 124l & £
720 2O RC174 13 LHEL S h7z 23, 66PS (222P S
/£)/17000rpm O] & RN EZI5 5 Z & A ok
720 T LT 1967 SEDOUIK (A XA V) 2 5 Hi35 8 ¥k 7
LT, 1962 FHELIKR 6 IEHD "GP 7 v ¥ v &
1R &R 5 2 L ik,

RV AIIIERIIETDY S AD G GP L — 2%
&Iy sz &icn 7.
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6. 1966 FEHLS5EHL /= 500cc T >

#r#&k—5 (1966~1967)

RC180 19654, &> #id500cc 2 7 ANDIY Y
¥ RC180 DRHFEIZA 57z, THE T 500cc 7 7 AiTid
Bhizvy VB MV 77 2 2 BB EME LT
W7z, L LR S Z0iERS L, KV 4D 350cc
IZHBE L, ZARICEVEDTIE AL 500cc IZHEIKT 3
Z & &7, RC180 DML 4 XifdiD 350cc RC173
LRILTHBA, K72 ba—2 &2 8 L7 449.5cc
ThHotze NVFT A b CTHENASIZHEN I % L
% 1EAE. 15 70PS (156PS, ¢),/12000rpm 2343 5 7z
B ZOBEIZRTAEEL I LY A XLV Y VI86E
Ihiz,

RC181, 2RC181 499.7cc ® RC181 i 84PS
(168PS,/ ¢),/12250rpm & KMEIZ I %1 L L. 1966 4F-
SHEFAVDOL =225 MG L7z, L — ZfERIT 81K
MEHETEI LT FD_HGP T v v 1k k-
7zo L LTHRY &iE 50ce 25 500cc O 5 i H e 2l H
BRI Z LAk,

% ¥ 1967 I ITB RO RC181 A L. 7k 5
JEDOHAEZND 7= ELL & RGP 7 v F v i3 2
PTho7z, 2OV YV ORERIZOT L — 2 DMIPER
LMK B REREDEX, QT LV —FFF 40D
BOTAHEEE LFIZLETL -0, ©r 5 v F
ORBEANEE EN LT 6h 5, flh s @il iticiER
THLDTH -7,

7. &0

ZHiGP LV —2HI Y Y Y DORIRRKED & T
LCEZDR, ZONFIIBFRTIIE L & 2 & 03 WIS
HoTED, H#NaZ L EBbharHhizn, Ly
LaRENEEE LTIRBTZEIT&k T HU GO #
Yo BB D - 7z, - T RSN BRI, B
LETBTATT KRB 2L BBILT 5720, B
HFE R OME LMD TE LD TLZ, Ll
BHRE, GRVDB S TABEICL o7 FH T ETH
RO F FFR S NMER S 4 55 Z LIZKf <. 5%
INSDOREMRLT, BEL Y D YANKBL T2
72580 Thb, 272HBADEITOHTEBASZ
LRI S EHOEVTH B,

Gh. ROBERZhb60E2 5201y vy ks
A, ZhETITHR Y £ THNLL 720 D2 OB %
TN L B2 RE R AT 5. SR
THEH LT YD VI MAUZEER B - 72 5 H I &
Kolze TV Y VEILOREEN AN KY)TH % H %&b

N7z,

# @

ZORRLEZLEDDIIIHD. ZLOBRESEIC
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Fig. 3 RC 160
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