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1.25 million

Number of seedlings planted since 2000 in 

an afforestation project in Mongolia, China 



Basic principles and directions of Honda philanthropy

Honda Philanthropy: Vision
Honda enriches the joy with people around the world through socially 
responsible activities in accordance with the Honda Philosophy of the 
Respect for the Individual and the Three Joys. Ultimately, it is our desire 
that society will want Honda to exist in every community.

Honda Philanthropy: Basic principles
•As a company with a global viewpoint, we are dedicated to contributing to 
the well-being of local communities around the world through our 
products and technologies.

•As a good corporate citizen, we will deepen our commitment to all local 
communities where we do business.

•We will contribute to the nurturing of a society where caring and energetic 
individuals actively participate in socially responsible activities.

Global directions
Striving to create a future society in which everyone can pursue their 
dreams, Honda shall:
•Support educating our youth for the future
•Work to preserve global environments
•Promote traffic safety through education and training

Environmental
initiatives

Community
initiatives

Traffic safety
initiatives

Educational
initiatives
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Honda Social Activity 
Since the company’s foundation, Honda has sought to contribute 
to society and customers by creating quality products 
and technologies while coexisting harmoniously with the 
communities that host its operations. In the 1960s, while the 
company was still in a period of early growth, Honda began to 
launch philanthropic initiatives designed to strengthen ties with 
local communities.

Currently, we undertake various social activities in the six 
regions of Honda’s worldwide operations, aiming to share joy 
with people all around the world and to become a company 
society wants to exist. We also strive to support initiatives that 
reflect local circumstances in our corporate activities overseas. 
In order to be able to share joy, we at Honda will continue to 
pursue various social activities while communicating with 
customers and local residents.

Basic Approach
Honda establishes basic principles and global directions 
that represent our basic approach toward social activities. 
These clearly stated principles and directions demonstrate 
Honda’s determination to actively take part in activities in 
the areas of educational initiatives, environmental initiatives 
and traffic safety initiatives to help create a future society in 
which everyone can pursue their dreams based on community 
initiatives.

Honda pursues a variety of activities in six regions, taking 
advantage of our unique management resources in line with 
these principles and directions.

G4-2,G4-DMA
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01  ASIMO Special Class
02 The HondaJet, Honda’s  light business jet, and its pilot after landing in Sendai,
       Miyagi Prefecture
03 The Japan Committee for UNICEF Executive Director Hayami (right) presents a 

letter of appreciation to Honda Sales Department General Manager Iwasaki (left).
04 The TOMODACHI Honda Cultural Exchange Program
05  There’s always a line to cut wood at the Nature Wagon saw booth.
06  At the Children’s Idea Contest a child demonstrates the “sunflower badge that
       anybody can move.”
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Nature Wagon, a delivery-style environment 
education program
The Nature Wagon is a station wagon containing natural 
materials from the sea and mountains that delivers environment 
training programs to elementary schools. A volunteer staff 
largely made up of Honda retirees teaches various crafts using 
wood from forest thinning, stone and other natural materials, 
providing students with an opportunity to think about the 
importance of environmental conservation and to experience 
the fun of making things. In FY2016, five domestic offices 
hosted activities around 200 times, with nearly 8,000 students 
participating and 2,500 Honda retirees assisting as staff.

Children’s Idea Contest
The concept behind the Children’s Idea Contest is to enable 
children to experience the importance and joy of creation, and 
help them grow socially, giving shape to their ideas through the 
act of drawing their dreams and taking on new challenges. In 
2015, the contest was held for the 13th time, with a cumulative 
total of 30,654 groups of children participating. In addition, Thai 
children who had taken part in a similar contest in Thailand 
were invited to join an international exchange event held at the 
Twin Ring Motegi racetrack in Tochigi Prefecture. Together with 
Japanese children, they talked about their future dreams and 
country’s culture, introduced each other’s work and engaged in 
a variety of other exchanges. 

cards have been issued. 
The Honda C-card charity award ceremony was held at the 

Japanese Red Cross Society and Japan Committee for UNICEF in 
June 2016. With this charity, Honda donates* a fixed percentage of 
total Honda C-card use for the year to the Red Cross and UNICEF. 
This was the 21st time the donation was made, with a cumulative 
total of approximately 876 million yen being donated so far. 

 
*Customers bear no burden for these donations. 

Developing the Next Generation

The TOMODACHI Honda Cultural 
Exchange Program
As part of its support for reconstruction following the Great East 
Japan Earthquake, Honda provides assistance to the TOMODACHI 
Honda Cultural Exchange Program, sponsored by U.S. Embassy 
and U.S.-Japan Council, to help develop the next generation 
of young people. The program trains young people to take 
leadership for their own development. Bringing together high 
school students from the affected areas in cultural exchanges 
with students from the United States provides them with a 
global perspective of the future so that they can use their hopes 
and dreams to boldly take on any challenges they encounter 
and make the world their stage. In keeping with the spirit of 
the TOMODACHI Initiative, in conjunction with American Honda 
Motor Co., Inc., Honda will provide students with the opportunity 
to experience U.S. traditions and culture from 2015 through 
to 2017. Following on the first program in Miyagi Prefecture, 
in 2015 the second program brought together 20 high school 
students from Iwate Prefecture and the United States to deepen 
U.S.-Japan friendship around a shared focus on music.

03

Regional Activities

ASIMO Special Class
The ASIMO Special Class, launched in June 2011, introduces 
the performance and functions of the ASIMO humanoid robot 
to children in Iwate, Miyagi and Fukushima prefectures, the 
areas affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake, in order to 
highlight the importance of having a dream and taking on new 
challenges. From the launch through to December 2015, classes 
were held 68 times for 111 schools, with nearly 19,000 children 
participating. Honda plans to expand the range of activities in 
the future in cooperation with the boards of education in other 
affected prefectures. In April 2015, an additional special class 
and demonstration was held at the Iwanuma Civic Center, 
Iwanuma, Miyagi Prefecture, to coincide with the first flight of the 
HondaJet in Japan. In cooperation with local governments, some 
200 children and parents from the cities of Natori, Iwanuma and 
Watari were invited. The children who took part in the class later 
went to the airport, where they were involved in a HondaJet 
demonstration flight and ground event.

Contributing to society with the Honda C-card
Honda issues the Honda C-card to provide optimal service for its 
domestic customers. In addition to its credit card function, the 
Honda C-card provides a cash-back points system, members-
only preferential service and a charity (social contribution) 
function for donations to the Red Cross and UNICEF, all services 
that began in October 1995. As of March 31, 2016, some 730,000   
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08

07

09 10

07  Picking up small trash using Honda’s proprietary beach cleaner
08  Honda Beach cleanup activity in Brazil
09  Forest watershed conservation activity in Kosuge, Yamanashi Prefecture
10  Software to support the evaluation of driving abilities

G4-EC8,G4-SO1

Japan Global Environment

Honda Beach Cleanup Project 
Honda is carrying out the Honda Beach Cleanup Project based 
on the desire to ensure that the next generation will be able to 
experience the enjoyment of walking barefoot on sandy beaches. 
Vinyl bags, plastic and other garbage not only causes injuries but 
also poses the risk of having adverse effects on the ecosystem, 
such as their accidental ingestion by birds and fish. During 
the cleanup activities large garbage is picked up by hand, with 
smaller items then efficiently recovered by Honda’s proprietary 
towed Beach Cleaner*. Environmental learning classes for 
children are also held, stressing the importance of environmental 
conservation. Cleanup activities were held 28 times in 2015, with 
2,327 associates from 301 Group companies taking part, together 
with local people. These activities, which began in 2006, have now 
been carried out on more than 100 sandy beaches. 

At Honda South America Ltda. (Brazil), cleanup activities were 
held on Futuro Beach, Fortaleza City, in spring 2015. Through such 
efforts, Honda is working to create an opportunity for people to 
learn about the importance of environmental conservation and 
not throwing trash on beaches. 

*Honda’s exclusive system for the efficient collection of garbage uses an all-
terrain vehicle (ATV) that is ideal for driving on sand, towing a cleaner unit.

Conservation activities for 
“Forest Watersheds”
Forests are also known as “green dams,” places that store water 
over long periods of time and not only support good water flow in 
rivers but also create clean air. They also play a role in preventing 
disasters by stabilizing the ground and providing other benefits in 

the surrounding area. To help ensure this important water source 
continues into the future, Honda associates and their families 
from business sites around the country, along with retirees, 
volunteer for ongoing forest conservation activities. In FY2016, 14 
conservation activities were conducted in eight locations around 
Japan. A total of 300 participants took part in the planting, weeding 
and thinning of seedlings, splitting the jobs between them. 

Traffic Safety

Activities to promote traffic safety for persons 
with disabilities
Honda is working for the safety of all people through a variety 
of initiatives. In addition to the dissemination of traffic safety 
education for people at all stages of life, from infants to the 
elderly, in recent years we have supported traffic safety 
activities aimed at people with physical disabilities. 

Specifically, we expanded our activities to assist people with 
disabilities with higher cerebral functions for whom driving 
a car can help with their social reintegration. This includes 
software to support the evaluation of driving abilities to help 
rehabilitation (started in 2012, at 106 facilities), and a self-
operated safe driving program (started in 2013, introduced at 
16 facilities and 126 participants).

In addition, with the continuing aging of society, an increasing 
number of the elderly are transported by car to hospitals and day 
care centers. We are working to ensure the safety and security 
of the car users when they are being picked up and dropped off.
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Regional Activities

Positive youth development using minibikes
The U.S. National Youth Project Using Minibikes (NYPUM) began in 
1969 as an innovative way to engage youth and promote positive 
youth development using minibikes. Through exciting and 
challenging activities, the program guides and supports young 
people to make good decisions and become self-regulated. 

 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. has supported these activities 
since NYPUM’s founding in 1969. In this time about 29,000 
minibikes have been donated along with providing funding. More 
than 30 programs have been carried out, engaging 293,500 
young people aged 10 to 17. 

Developing the Next Generation

Supporting the expansion of education 
opportunities and research into new 
education methods at Eagle Rock School
Located in the mountains of the U.S. state of Colorado, the 
Eagle Rock School and Professional Development Center is a 
nationally recognized, tuition-free, residential high school that 
offers a second chance to students who have not been able to 
succeed in a traditional high school setting.

Founded and funded solely by Honda, Eagle Rock School opened 
its doors in 1993 with a mission to help the most disengaged 
students find their way back to an appreciation of education. 
Today, Eagle Rock provides a unique learning environment and 

Traffic Safety

Driving technology research program aims to 
eliminate fatal traffic accidents among teens
Since 2001, in the U.S. there have been over 100,000 deaths 
of 16-24 year olds when young people are driving. Among 
teenagers, fatal traffic accidents claim 67 lives a week, nine per 
day, or one every two hours (according to the National Highly 
Traffic Safety Association (NHTSA)). 

The American Honda Foundation provided funding to the 
Clemson University Foundation in support of its Driving 
SCIENCE–Saving Teenage Lives program, a driving technology 
research program aimed at eradicating fatal traffic accidents 
among teenagers. The long-term goal of the program is to 
protect the life of every teenager by providing teachers with 
activities that address science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) standards in a way that helps students understand 
the STEM behind driving safety, giving them scientifically based 
tools for driving safety. These projects are offered free of charge 
and provided online to Driving SCIENCE teachers and the greater 
education community. More than 35,000 students are targeted 
to experience the science and math of safe driving during the 
grant period. 

supports the lives of young people by promoting community and 
integrity along with support for daily living. 

In addition, Eagle Rock’s Professional Development Center 
(PDC) works with educators from around the world who come to 
observe new approaches in teaching and discuss strategies for 
addressing some of education’s challenging issues.

Global Environment

Supporting sea turtle protection activities
Every year from May to October, loggerhead turtles, which 
were once considered to be endangered, come ashore on four 
beaches in the U.S. state of South Carolina to lay their eggs. 
Nearly 500 turtle nests are found each year within the 12 miles 
of beachfront in four state parks. Each sea turtle will lay an 
average of 180 eggs. Protecting these fragile nests takes a team 
of volunteers and park rangers who survey the coastline daily 
for threats from the elements and tourist traffic.

Honda of South Carolina Mfg., Inc has participated in sea turtle 
conservation activities over the years, donating multi-purpose 
four-wheel-drive vehicles to the South Carolina Department 
of Parks, Recreation & Tourism. “There is no way for a park 
ranger to adequately cover miles of beach without some type 
of motorized vehicle,” says regional chief Ray Stevens. “Honda’s 
multi-purpose four-wheel-drive vehicles help us to preserve 
and protect one of nature’s most remarkable creatures, which 
captures the hearts of the hundreds of thousands of people that 
visit the park each year.”

01  Children who participated in a positive youth development support project
       using minibikes
02  Developing lectures for the Eagle Rock School with a focus on dreams as well
       as learning 
03  Staff in the state-funded nature park conduct protection activities for sea turtles 
04  Members of the education community learn the science and math of safe driving
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Regional Activities

Argentina: Education activities for the next 
generation responsible for a sustainable future
For the third consecutive year, Honda Motor de Argentina 
S.A. held workshops for schoolchildren from the first to sixth 
grades at schools in the areas where business sites are located. 
Through games, theater performances and other fun activities 
led by professional actors and volunteer Honda associates, the 
children deepened their understanding of both environmental 
conservation and traffic safety. 

Brazil: Community mobilization project
In partnership with the city of Xangri-lá, Honda sponsored a 
community mobilization project to turn local residents’ dreams 
into reality by building a public square in just a few days. Under 
the guidance of an NGO run by architects and urban planners, 
250 local people and 13 Honda associates volunteered to 
work together to create the desired public square – truly the 
realization of a dream. 

Developing the Next Generation

Brazil: Honda Social Project
The Honda Social Project is an initiative to provide young people 
who are finding it difficult to get a regular job with vocational 
training to become an automobile mechanic. The training runs 
for six hours a day for approximately eight months for over 
800 hours in total. A total of 16 young people participated in 
2015, with the number expected to grow to 30 for 2016. Since 
the project began in 2007, 165 people have participated in the 
initiative, which is earning high praise from families and the 
local community. 

Honda has employed 85% of the young people who completed 
the training, with many working at local dealerships. Many of 
those not working at dealerships are continuing their studies at 
public and private colleges. 

Global Environment

Brazil: Honda Beach Cleanup 2015 activities
The same as Japan, Honda has been carrying out the Honda 
Beach Cleanup Project in Brazil since 2011, using Honda’s 
proprietary towed Beach Cleaner to collect garbage from 
beaches. At the same time, to ensure that beautiful sandy 
beaches where people can walk barefoot will continue for the 
next generation, Clubinho Honda activities help to show why it 
is important not to leave trash on the beach. In addition, they 
teach the importance of pedestrians and the riders of bicycles, 
cars and motorcycles to show consideration for each other. 

Traffic Safety

Brazil: Training at Traffic Educational Center
Honda is providing safe driving education activities at the 
Traffic Educational Center in the three Brazilian cities of 
Indaiatuba, Manaus and Recife. Participants include people 
from governmental agencies, motorcycle owners and riders 
who learn about correct behavior as a rider, riding posture and 
riding skills in an actual traffic environment. 

Since the project first began in Indaiatuba in 1998, some 
657,000 people have taken part, including approximately 12,045 

in 2015. In addition to discussions on “Harmony in Traffic,” other 
programs including Clubinho Honda and mobile traffic safety 
education activities have been implemented. 

In addition the Harmony Traffic website has been set up, 
as well as traffic safety education programs via YouTube and 
Facebook. In 2015, these portals attracted 770,000 visitors. 

G4-EC8,G4-SO1

South America

01  Learning about environment protection and traffic safety through games and
       theater (Argentina)
02  Local people and Honda associate volunteers complete a public square. (Brazil)
03  Young people receive car maintenance training at Honda. (Brazil)
04  Clubinho Honda activities (Brazil)
05  Participants celebrate completing motorcycle safety training. (Brazil)
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Regional Activities

Spain: Call to customers for 
social activity ideas
Honda Motors Europe España (HME-ES) launched “Your Project, 
Our Project,” a customer-focused CSR initiative calling for ideas 
for social activities for Honda to support, with the winning 
project made reality with a €25,000 grant. 

The winning idea from Padrino Tecnológico aims to improve 
the mobility of students with disabilities and students at special 
schools through the donation of wheelchairs and walkers. 
Using the money provided by Honda, six walkers and five 
wheelchairs will be donated to 11 different centers for children 
with disabilities. 

Developing the Next Generation

United Kingdom: An opportunity to understand 
manufacturing through plant tours
Honda of the UK Manufacturing Ltd. (HUM) has been working 
to stimulate interest in engineering among young people at a 
time in the UK where there is a labor shortage in the science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) fields. 

Honda provided students of local schools with the opportunity 
for direct contact with Honda manufacturing, with plant tours 
where associates explained the steps of the production line, 
vehicle manufacturing and assembly. A total of 17 tours were 
conducted in 2015, with more than 300 students participating. 

Nigeria: Local students invited on plant tour
In March 2015, Honda Manufacturing Nigeria Ltd. (HMN) invited 
some 60 students attending local schools to take part in a 
plant tour. Divided into elementary and high school groups, 
associates showed students the steps of the production process 
from unpacking parts through to final product inspection. 
Straightforward explanations were given about the kind of 
work the various departments handle. The students received 
small mementos at the end of the tour, and everyone left in a 
very happy mood. 

Global Environment

United Kingdom: Introduction of new 
filtration technology significantly reduces 
water consumption
HUM has been working to reduce water consumption in its 
painting process, which requires a large volume of water with 
low mineral content. However, the water quality where HUM 
is located is high in mineral content, requiring an intensive 
purifying process, so that the efficiency rate of water usage 
was only 50-55%.

To improve efficiency, a new filtration system using a reverse 
osmosis membrane was introduced, which reduced the 
number of steps required to perform the purification process. 
As a result, the efficiency rate rose to 75%, reducing water use 
by 3,059 tons per month. In addition, the water savings meant 
the cost of implementing the new system was recovered in the 
just three and a half months. 

As a result of this initiative, HUM was awarded the GE Return 
on Environment Award 2015.

01

02 03
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Europe, Middle East and Africa

01  Award ceremony for the customer social activity winner (Spain)
02  Young people learn about manufacturing on a plant tour (United Kingdom)
03  Recognition for significantly reducing water usage (United Kingdom)
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Regional Activities

India: Vocational training center for 
women opens
Honda Motorcycle & Scooter India Pvt. Ltd. (HMSI) successfully 
opened a vocational training and livelihood center for women 
in Gurgaon City and Gujarat State. This initiative, which began 
at the Indian Central Reserve Police base camp in Kadarpur, 
Gurgaon City, is expected to provide vocational training for 
nearly 600 women each year. Women learn sewing and 
hairdressing skills, and making stuffed toys, candles and 
incense, with graduates being awarded diplomas certified by 
the National Skills Development Center. HMSI also opened a 
second center in Ahmedabad, Gujarat State. 

India: Clean drinking water for rural areas
HMSI established sustainable clean drinking water facilities 
in rural communities in the States of Haryana, Rajasthan, 
Karnataka and Gujarat. The water purification facilities installed 
in 30 villages filter impurities from the water and provide clean 
drinking water free of charge. As a result of this initiative, 
a reduction in the occurrence of water-borne diseases has 
already been confirmed. 

Developing the Next Generation

Vietnam: Scholarship program celebrates 
10th anniversary
The Honda Foundation and Honda Vietnam in collaboration with 
the National Institute for Science and Technology Policy and 
Strategy Studies of the Ministry of Science & Technology  and 
eight universities in Vietnam celebrated the 10th anniversary 

of the Honda Y-E-S (Young Engineers and Scientists’) Award in 
2015, with scholarships aimed at developing future leaders in 
the science and technology fields.

Global Environment

Taiwan: River cleanup event 
For the past five years, Taiwan Honda Co. Ltd. (HTW) has 
organized an annual river cleanup in collaboration with the 
Department of Environmental Protection in Taipei City. In 2015, 
2,600 volunteers from Honda associates collected more than 
10,000 kilograms of garbage from 15 river locations.

Traffic Safety

India: Motorcycle rider training for women
HMSI launched the Dream Riding motorcycle rider education 
program for women in Delhi. The program is a unique 
commitment to support women who want to become 
independent, whereby by learning safe riding they also gain the 
freedom of mobility. 

Open to all women over 18 years of age, more than 2,500 
women signed up for the free course, an unprecedented 
response from women in India who seek independence. 

Training was conducted by 28 experienced female instructors 
at Honda at Honda’s traffic training parks. 

Thailand: Honda Dream Road safe driving 
campaign launched
Honda Automobile (Thailand) Co., Ltd. (HATC), in collaboration 
with the Thai Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation, 
offered Honda Dream Road safe driving training programs 
at Honda dealerships and service centers nationwide. The 
program provides training on safe driving guidelines and will 
be extended to university students in the future. 

G4-EC8,G4-SO1

Asia & Oceania

01  Women learn sewing at a vocational training facility. (India)
02  Water purification facility in a rural village (India)
03  Women learn safe motorcycle operation. (India)
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Regional Activities

Honda racing wheelchairs donated to 
Chinese Paralympic athletes
Honda Motor (China) Investment Co., Ltd. (HMCI), together with 
Honda Sun Co., Ltd., the Honda Technical Research Institute 
and Yachiyo Industry Co., Ltd., donated their jointly developed 
racing wheelchair to three Chinese Paralympic athletes 
through the China Administration of Sports for Persons with 
Disabilities (CASPD). The Honda racing wheelchair is a top-
level product made using state-of-the-art carbon technology 
and a design focused on rider safety in its absorption of road 
surface vibrations, steering stability and ride comfort, as well 
excellent acceleration and top speed. To help athletes realize 
their dreams, and further open the possibilities for people with 
disabilities, HMCI will donate three racing wheelchairs each 
year for three years from 2015.

Developing the Next Generation

Holding the Honda China Eco Mileage 
Challenge 
In October 2015, the 9th Honda China Eco Mileage Challenge 
was held at the Guangdong International Circuit. Some 150 
teams took part in this competition to see how far a vehicle can 

01 02

travel using the least amount of energy. In the gasoline division, 
Honda Group company Dongfeng Honda Automobile (Wuhan) 
Co., Ltd. (WDHAC) was first with 2,734.96 km/L. In the university 
division, Hunan University won with 1,208.47 km/L. Honda in 
China will continue to support technology challenges by young 
people to contribute to the development of a mobile society 
while addressing China’s environmental issues. 

Global Environment

Inner Mongolia afforestation project
In 2000, Honda launched a tree-planting scheme in the Horquin 
Desert area of Inner Mongolia called the “Forest of Joy” project. 
In 2007, 14 affiliate companies within China jointly financed a 
five-year project from 2008 to 2012 to plant 700,000 trees on 
approximately 467 ha of land near the Youyi Dam in Xinghe 
County of Ulanqab in the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region. 
Each summer, associates representing the 14 participating 
companies gathered at the site for a joint tree-planting event. 
The first phase, in which approximately 200 associates from all 
companies participated, was completed in July of 2012. 

From 2013, a new five-year plan to plant an additional 467 ha 
close to the first phase was begun. In 2015, about 150 associates 
from 16 affiliate companies took part in the tree-planting event 
and while planting seedlings with their own hands learned more 
about the importance of protecting the natural environment. 

The area afforested in the three years from 2013 to 2015 is 
about 307 ha (with some 480,000 trees planted), meaning the 
project is about 66% complete. 

G4-EC8,G4-SO1

China

01  Racing wheelchair being donated in Beijing in November 2015
02  Honda China Eco Mileage Challenge held in October 2015
03  About 150 associates participated in the tree-planting event.
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Expenditure related to social activities

Expenditure (million yen)

Traffic safety 1,385

Education 1,654

Community 985

Environment 540

Disaster relief 869

Other 1,043

(Total) 6,476

Other

Community

Environment

Disaster relief

Tra
c safety

Education

Social Activity Data
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