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6 Safety

6.14 million people

Honda has provided road safety and driving education 

activities for over six million people in Japan. These 

activities are now being actively expanded worldwide. 



Three areas of safety 
promotion activities

Human
Safety Education
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Communication
Telecommunication

Networks
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Technology
Vehicle Technologies
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Global Safety Slogan

Honda dreams of a collision-free mobile society where 

our customers, and everyone sharing the road, can 

safely and confidently enjoy the freedom of mobility.

Basic Approach

45

Toward a Collision-Free 
Mobile Society
As exemplified by the remark of our founder Soichiro Honda 
that “as long as we are handling a mode of transportation, we 
are entrusted with human lives,” Honda is, on the basis of the 
concept of safe coexistence, aiming at “a collision-free mobile 
society,” where our customers and indeed everyone sharing the 
road, can safely and confidently enjoy the freedom of mobility.

Honda has a long history of engagement in safety initiatives 
dating back to the 1960s. Back then, in the period of development 
of motorization in Japan when there was not even a clear concept 
of “driving safety,” Honda started driving safety promotion 
activities, the first of their kind for motorcycle/automobile 
manufacturers. Later, we developed various technologies 
including the driver-side SRS airbag, the world’s first pedestrian 
dummies and the Advanced Compatibility Engineering Body 
Structure that helps to protect occupants of both vehicles in 
a collision. In 2000, we built the world’s first indoor crash test 
facility, making it possible to conduct tests that better reflect 
real world crash configurations. 

Safety technologies developed as described above have been 
aggressively applied to various products. As for pedestrian 
dummies, in order to enhance safety for the traffic society as 
a whole, their use is not only limited to the development of 
Honda’s products. They are also leased to other companies 
and research institutions, widely contributing to the studies 
on pedestrian protection. Honda is actively working on traffic 
safety, giving attention to the actual conditions of traffic issues 
that exist in each period and regions.

Direction of Activities
Issues concerning the traffic environment are diverse and 
vary from region to region, such as the over-concentration of 
traffic or poor infrastructure. Against this backdrop, Honda is 
promoting activities in three areas: “Human (Safety Education),” 
“Technology (Vehicle Technologies)” and “Communication 
(Telecommunication Networks).” The three are coordinated in 
line with the actual conditions existing in each region.

If we take Thailand, for example, traffic accidents involving 
motorcycles in particular have been increasing in recent 
years as a result of rapid development of motorization. In 
response, Honda began by focusing on the area of “Human 
(Safety Education),” which is highly effective in such conditions. 
In addition to Honda’s customers, younger people who will 
become drivers/riders in the future are included in the scope. 
We are implementing our own program in accordance with how 
local people think of the traffic environment and traffic safety 
in Thailand, utilizing the know-how we have accumulated over 
many years.

In addition to these activities, in the area of “Technology 
(Vehicle Technology),” we have developed the “LaneWatchTM” 
system that is effective in preventing incidents where the driver 
fails to notice a motorcycle in the blind spot when an automobile 
changes lanes.

G4-2,G4-DMA
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Human (Safety Education)
Honda’s Approach

In 1970, Honda established the Driving Safety Promotion Center. 
Since then, through cooperation with Honda Traffic Education 
Centers*, motorcycle/automobile/power product dealers, local 
corporations and schools, we have provided traffic safety 
education and training for drivers and riders to more than six 
million customers in Japan.

Our activities are based on “To pass on safety education 
from person to person,” which focuses on people, and “To 
provide participatory hands-on education,” in which people can 
experience hazards in a safe environment.

Our activities based on three pillars. The first pillar is 
“Instructor Training,” which nurtures instructors who will 
be responsible for traffic safety education. The second 
is “Opportunity Creation,” which provides people with 

Conducting a safety program for elderly pedestrians 

opportunities to think and learn about traffic safety. The third 
is “Software Development,” in which educational programs 
and equipment are developed to help increase learning 
effectiveness.

With regard to overseas activities, since we started driving 
safety promotion activities in Brazil in 1972, we have carried out 
activities in 36 countries throughout the world including Japan, 
establishing Traffic Education Centers in various countries and 
cooperating with local dealers. Of those countries, emerging 
countries in particular contain areas where regulations, traffic 
rules and road infrastructure are not yet ideal, despite the fact 
that motorization is rapidly progressing. An increase in the 
number of fatal traffic accidents has become a social issue. 
Therefore, Honda is strengthening its activities in coordination 
with the applicable countries and the relevant people in local 
governments.

*Honda facilities where internal and external instructors on traffic safety are 
trained and driving safety education is provided to corporations, schools and 
individual customers

FY2016 Activities 

More than 50% of traffic fatalities in Japan involve persons 
65 years of age or older. Of these, nearly half (48.5%) involve 
pedestrians. Honda has created and promotes training programs 
to help reduce accidents involving elderly pedestrians. Because 
these accidents often occur when an elderly person crosses the 
road, the programs include the use of videos to simulate road 
crossings to make people aware of the discrepancies between 
the thinking and actual behavior of elderly people.

G4-DMA

Safety Initiatives



6.2

6.0

5.8

5.6

5.4

5.2

5.0

0
2011 2012 2013 2014 As of December 

2015
CY

5.37
5.55

5.76
5.96

6.14

Participation in tra�c safety promotion activities in Japan (total)

(million people)

Honda SUSTAINABILITY REPORT 2016safety

Contents                         Editorial Policy                         Overview of Honda                         Message from the President and CEO                         Special Feature                        Sustainability Management

Performance Report        1  Environment      2  Safety      3  Quality      4  Human Resources      5  Social Activity      6  Supply Chain                         GRI Content Index                           Assurance                            Financial Data

31 2 4 5

7 8 96

47

Start of New Traffic Safety Promotion Activities in Taiwan and India

With the continuing advancement of motorization, Honda has taken on a new 
commitment to communicate the importance of traffic safety. With the growing 
popularity of medium and large motorcycles in Taiwan, Honda Taiwan Motor Co., 
Ltd., began the sale of large motorcycles in April 2015. At the same time, a system 
for traffic safety training was developed within dealerships. From March 2015, we 
began training instructors from the Taiwan subsidiary and local dealerships at our 
Traffic Education Centers in Japan. In September, top dealers and all sales and 
service staff took part in a two-day safe-driving training course to raise awareness 
of the importance of traffic safety. From October, riding safety events were held in 
the areas around local dealers. Then in December, the first Honda Safety Taiwan 
Motorcyclist School was opened. With activities aimed at customers as well as the 
media, the school was warmly welcomed into the country. We anticipate expanding 
activities with instructors, such as providing advice when the motorcycle is initially 
delivered, and holding regularly scheduled safety training sessions, as well as 
events intended to highlight both safety and the fun of riding. 

In India, our automobile production and sales company, Honda Cars India Ltd., 
began traffic safety promotion activities in December 2014. This involves a wide 
range of activities, including the School College Contact Program (SCCP), the Traffic 
Safety Zone program at dealers, contests using Facebook, a college student traffic 
safety ambassador program, and the distribution of comic books and pamphlets 
introducing traffic safety. SCCP is a program intended to help students understand 
the importance of traffic safety, with the aim of developing drivers and other road 
users who understand traffic safety rules. Students were encouraged to take part 
in activities undertaken by our dealer partners in schools and colleges, including 
traffic safety seminars, painting and quiz contests. Regional winners of these 
contests then took part in a nationwide event held in September 2015. 

To increase customer interest in traffic safety and create an exhibition where 
people really learn, the Traffic Safety Zone at dealers shows videos to highlight 
traffic safety and the safety equipment fitted in Honda cars, and has an area set up 
with model cars for hands-on learning of traffic safety rules.

In addition, we are also strengthening our cooperation with 
automobile dealers named Honda Cars in Japan, which is our 
sales organization that is the main point of contact with local 
communities and customers, and supporting traffic safety 
activities at all related companies. As part of these activities 
we work closely with local communities, including “Ayatorii 
Hiyoko” visits to local kindergartens and nursery schools to 
conduct safety education programs for preschoolers.

To assist drivers, Honda Cars staff have installed in their tablet 
devices the Safety Driving Guide booklet given to customers 
when their vehicle is delivered, so they can also provide safety 
advice at other times. 

Overseas, Honda plans to enhance the quality of training 
activities to help improve the level of local instructors in 
subsidiaries and affiliated companies, especially in Asian 
countries.

T O P I C S

Honda Safety Taiwan Motorcyclist School at a 
Taiwan subsidiary

Road Safety College Ambassador Program

G4-DMA
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Roadmap for safety technologies
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Technology 
(Vehicle Technologies )
Honda’s Approach

Honda has engaged in the development of safety technology 
placing an emphasis on real-life traffic environments – where 
multiple forms of mobility, such as motorcycles and automobiles, 
mix – and the realities of crashes in the real world, with 
high-minded objectives that go beyond meeting regulatory 
requirements and the attitude that “if something doesn’t exist, we 
will make it.” 

We have been developing and commercializing safety 
technologies one after the other. In 1998, Honda developed the 
world’s first pedestrian dummies, while we built the world’s 

FY2016 Activities

In 2015, Honda and Acura cars equipped with the “Honda 
Sensing/AcuraWatch” advanced safe-driving support system 
were released in Japan, the United States and Europe. In 
addition, the number of models offering this system was 
increased, with installations also getting underway in other 
regions.

Models equipped with the system include the StepWGN, Vezel, 
Freed, Accord and CLARITY FUEL CELL in Japan; the full Acura 
lineup, Civic, Accord, Pilot and Ridgeline in the United States; 
the Acura TLX, MDX, RDX, Accord and Civic in China; and the 
Accord in Thailand markets*. 

Technologies that make up “Honda SENSING/AcuraWatch” 
include the world’s first “Pedestrian Collision Mitigation Steering 
System” that detects pedestrians and adjusts the steering, 
and Road Departure Mitigation (RDM) System that adjusts the 
steering if the vehicle is likely to stray from a detected lane.

*The technologies available in “Honda Sensing/AcuraWatch” models may vary 
depending on the vehicle.

first indoor, all-weather omni-directional crash test facility in 
2000. In 2003, we developed the crash-compatibility body and 
the world’s first Collision Mitigation Brake System (CMBS).

In 2014, we announced “Honda SENSING/AcuraWatch,” 
a new advanced driver-assistance safety system. “Honda 
SENSING/AcuraWatch” is a general term for advanced safety 
technologies that will lead to automated driving technologies 
in the future, which assists the driver from normal driving to 
collision avoidance based on information on the surroundings 
of the vehicle, collected through the use of sensors and other 
elements.

Honda will steadily continue to develop technologies as 
indicated in the roadmap for safety technologies for automobiles 
(see the diagram below), with an aim to realize “a collision-free 
mobile society” where anybody using the road can do so in safety.

G4-DMA
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Conducting Demonstrations of Automated Highway Driving 

In October and November 2015, Honda demonstrated its automated driving technologies on an 8 km stretch of the Bayshore 
Route of the Shuto Expressway in Tokyo running from Toyosu to Kasai. 

The vehicle used for the demonstration was a Legend (Acura RLX in the U.S. market) equipped with a stereo camera, six 
millimeter-wave radar units and six laser rangefinders to recognize the lane in which it is traveling as well as obstacles around 
the vehicle, including other cars. In addition, a Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) also detects the position of the car 
with all data fed into a computer to calculate a safe travel route and operate the vehicle. During the demonstration the driver 
did not operate the vehicle, which was able to merge at interchanges, adapt its speed, keep its lane and change lanes, all at 
highway speeds. 

Honda continues to conduct research and development of self-driving functions and aims for the actual application of these 
technologies on the highway by 2020. 

T O P I C S

GNSS + high-precision gyro

Self-localization/high-definition map 
and matching
Correction when signal masking  
*GNSS: Global Navigation Satellite System

Monocular camera

Measures distance to lane boundaries 
and oncoming objects using the white 
lines and edges of the road  

Millimeter-wave radar (long range)

Detects speed/distance of objects from afar
*Located in each of the front and rear grille 

Laser range-finder

Detects the location/speed of objects 
and the edge of the road for 360° 
*Six units in the front, rear, left and right

Millimeter-wave radar 
(medium range)

Detects speed/distance of objects nearby
*Four units on opposing corners of the bumper 
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The three companies made a joint announcement at the ITS World Congress, 
held in Bordeaux, France (center: Tetsuo Suzuki, Honda Executive Officer).

Communication 
(Telecommunication 
Networks)
Honda’s Approach

In 1998, Honda started to offer “Internavi,” a car navigation 
system equipped with communication functions that provides 
information on traffic congestion through the use of driving data 
gathered from Honda vehicles. In addition to the usefulness 
mentioned above, Honda started to offer weather information in 
2004 and disaster information in 2007. By utilizing the telematics 
service that integrated communication and information, we have 
started to provide drivers with information that will help them 
drive more safely and more comfortably. 

One form of progress from these initiatives is the “Safety Map” 
in Japan. Emergency braking applied by cars, information on 
traffic accidents provided by the police and local governments, 
traffic information provided by local residents and other relevant 
information is integrated and analyzed to generate maps, which 
tell people including residents and drivers in advance about 
places on the road that require special caution. We are pleased 
to note that many people are utilizing the maps.

In addition, we are currently focusing on building a system 
that will provide information on traffic conditions in surrounding 
areas and traffic accident risks on a real-time basis by 
integrating the “Honda SENSING/AcuraWatch” technologies 
with the telematics service, and, using wireless communication 
such as Wi-Fi, connecting with both other vehicles equipped 
with sensors or GPS, and people in surrounding areas who are 
carrying smartphones. We are striving to realize “a collision-free 
mobile society” where everyone sharing the road can drive or 
walk with peace of mind.

FY2016 Activities

Establishing a consortium for the utilization 
of Cooperative-Intelligent Transportation 
Systems (C-ITS) applications in powered 
two-wheelers (PTWs)
Honda, Yamaha Motor Co. Ltd. and BMW Motorrad are now 
collaborating to enhance C-ITS applications in PTWs and are 
working together to establish a consortium named the Connected 
Motorcycle Consortium.

ITS technologies are expected to generate particular safety 
benefits in regard to PTWs. However, due to the limited space 
available, electronic systems have to be smaller and be resilient 
to water, dust and vibration.

ITS systems designed for cars cannot simply be transferred to 
motorcycles. 

Since motorcycles exhibit different driving dynamics, 
software development and algorithms need to consider special 
requirements.

In order to solve these problems inherent in motorcycles and 
to speed up more motorcycle-specific safety developments, we 
intend to cooperate to promote a successful implementation of 
C-ITS in motorcycles and scooters.

The three companies have already gained experience of 
connected vehicle technologies in several European field tests. 

In view of the challenges experienced in these real world tests, 
the three manufacturers are now joining forces to evaluate the 
principles of C-ITS  to enhance motorcycle safety.

In order to accelerate this process, the three manufacturers 
will begin their cooperation in the field of C-ITS now.

Joining a trial service of the D-Call Net 
automatic emergency notification system
Honda is working together with the certified nonprofit organization 
Emergency Medical Network of Helicopter and Hospital (HEM-

G4-DMA

Net),  and Japan Mayday Service Co., Ltd. in launching a new trial 
service named D-Call Net in November 2015.

The D-Call Net system utilizes data from vehicles when a 
traffic accident occurs, and by making use of a newly developed 
probability estimation algorithm for deaths and serious injuries, it 
estimates the probability of deaths and serious injuries of vehicle 
occupants. 

By reporting accidents to base hospitals with air ambulances, 
it quickly performs the decision to dispatch air and ground 
ambulances with a swiftness that will improve the ratio of lives 
saved after traffic accidents.

Since June 2013, the Honda Accord has been equipped with a 
Honda-brand navigation system with a D-Call Net function that 
is capable of connecting to Bluetooth-compatible mobile phones. 
By 2017 it is expected that the number of vehicles compatible with 
D-Call Net will increase to approximately 400,000 in Japan.

Looking ahead to full-scale implementation in 2018, Honda is 
coordinating with other vehicle manufacturers to expand the range 
of supported vehicles, and we will contribute to promote the spread 
of D-Call Net and improve the survival rate in traffic issues.

Safety Initiatives
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T O P I C S

T O P I C S

Earning 2015 TOP SAFETY PICK+ Rating across Acura entire model line from 
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS)

Acura has become the first luxury brand to earn a 2015 TOP SAFETY PICK+ rating for its 
entire model line from the IIHS.

All Acura models aim at a high level of safety performance, utilizing air bags and 
the next-generation ACE body to protect vehicle occupants and reduce the aggressivity 
against opposite vehicles. They are equipped with technologies such as AcuraWatch to 
help avoid collisions under normal driving conditions as well.

The Jazz awarded with Euro NCAP’s Best in Class Supermini

The Jazz achieved a five-star safety rating from Euro NCAP in November 2015. 
Euro NCAP is the only automobile safety assessment program that performs 
public collision tests, evaluating safety with a variety of tests such as offset frontal 
collisions, and rates vehicles on a five-star system.

All grades of the Jazz are equipped as standard with Honda’s City-Brake Active 
system, which helps to avoid and mitigate collisions with a vehicle in front of the car.

Acura model

Jazz model

Honda’s Approach
Many of Honda’s models have achieved high safety assessments 
from NCAP*1 in various regions. In Japan, four models also 
achieved “ASV”*2 and one model achieved “ASV+”:2, which is the 
highest rank, in the J-NCAP’s preventive safety assessment. 
In the U.S., multiple models achieved “TSP” or “TSP+” in the 
safety performance assessment by IIHS*3 as the cars that excel 
in safety.

*1 NCAP: New Car Assessment Program: This is a program that tests and 
evaluates the safety performance of cars, which is performed by public 
organizations in various regions. Testing and evaluation methods are different 
for each region. Ratings range from 0★to 5★ (5★ + is the highest rating in 
some regions).

*2 ASV (ASV+): This refers to Advanced Safety Vehicle. Advanced safety 
performance, which includes the technology for automatic braking when a 
collision is not avoidable, is tested and evaluated. Two levels of ASV and ASV+ 
are used to assess the vehicles.

*3  IIHS: This refers to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, which conducts 
the car assessment that tests and evaluates the safety performance of various 
cars. IIHS only awards TSP and TSP+ to vehicles that achieved excellent test 
results. TSP refers to Top Safety Pick.

G4-PR1,G4-DMA

Third-Party Evaluation

Results of key third-party evaluations (tests conducted in 2015)

Country / Region Third-party evaluation Model

5★ JADE HYBRID/Step WGN
ASV+ JADE/Step WGN/FIT/F*4 / N-ONE*4

Europe Euro NCAP 5★ JAZZ/HR-V

China C-NCAP 5★ VEZEL

NCAP 5★ 
HR-V FWD / HR-V AWD/Pilot FWD/Pilot AWD/CR-V FWD/CR-V AWD/Acura ILX FWD/
Acura RDX FWD/Acura RDX AWD

TSP+ Acura RLX / Acura ILX / Acura MDX / Acura RDX / CIVIC 2Dr / CIVIC 4Dr / Accord 2Dr / Accord 4Dr / CR-V / Pilot

TSP ODYSSEY

Australia ANCAP 5★ HR-V

Southeast Asia ASEAN NCAP 5★*5 HR-V

*4 Retested in response to change to evaluation standards
*5 Protection performance for passengers (adults)

U.S.A.

Japan

IIHS

JNCAP
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