
 

Our fundamental approach

Since the company's foundation, Honda has sought to contribute to society by creating quality products and 
technologies while coexisting harmoniously with the communities that host its operations. In the 1960s, 
while the company was still in a period of early growth, Honda began to launch philanthropic initiatives 
designed to strengthen ties with local communities. In the 1970s, striving to strengthen its contributions to 
society and build a brighter future, Honda established foundations in Japan to foster broad-ranging 
research, education, and cultural exchange. Throughout the 6 regions of Honda's worldwide operations, 
Honda is working to help people realize their dreams.

Honda philanthropy: Vision

Honda enriches the joy with people around the world through socially responsible activities in 
accordance with the Honda Philosophy of respect for the individual and the Three Joys. Ultimately, it is 
our desire that society will want Honda to exist in every community.

Honda philanthropy: Basic principles

Global directions

Striving to create a future society in which everyone can pursue their dreams, Honda shall:

Areas of activity

Honda is involved in activities conceived to communicate to children the pleasure and wonder of having 
dreams and striving to make them come true.

Honda is actively pursuing activities from a global perspective with the theme of coexistence between 
local communities and nature.

Honda is working to realize a rich, mobility-oriented society by offering traffic safety education and 
promoting safe driving in ways that meet local communities' needs.

Honda is pursuing a variety of activities that suit local characteristics at domestic facilities, dealerships, 
Group companies, and other facilities worldwide.

"Together for Tomorrow" 
This symbol captures the Honda Philanthropy approach of striving to create communities 
that can realize dreams by working together.

Activity structures

Honda actively encourages the autonomy of its local operations. We also strive to undertake initiatives that 
reflect local circumstances in our corporate activities overseas. We seek to share joy while communicating 
with customers and local residents in a total of six regions, including Japan.

As a company with a global viewpoint, we are dedicated to contributing to the well-being of local 
communities around the world through our products and technologies.

•

As a good corporate citizen, we will deepen our commitment to all local communities where we do 
business.

•

We will contribute to the nurturing of a society where caring and energetic individuals actively 
participate in socially responsible activities.

•

Support educating our youth for the future•
Work to preserve global environments•
Promote traffic safety through education and training•
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This contest, which encourages elementary school students 
throughout Japan to draw pictures of their future aspirations and 
dreams, was launched in 2002 in an effort to communicate 
Honda's manufacturing culture to the next generation. In 2012, 
the contest marked its 10th year. By helping children realize the 
importance and fun of nurturing such dreams, striving to achieve 
them, and making things, it strives to contribute to their social 
growth. More than 27,000 children have participated in the 
contest so far. We began holding similar contests in Thailand in 
2005 and in Vietnam in 2008. Going forward, Honda will continue 
this program as a way to help foster children's autonomy and 
creativity.

 
The 9th grand prize winner in the 
upper-grades category presenting her 
project, "Experiencing scenes: A 
Camera Album"

Nature Wagon is a traveling environmental learning program that 
brings a van filled with natural objects and materials from the 
ocean and mountains to elementary schools, community centers, 
and similar factories. Retired Honda associates volunteer to 
conduct lectures on natural mechanisms and the importance of 
conserving the environment, lead children in making crafts with 
wood and stones, and otherwise help them gain new awareness 
of—and think in new ways about—nature and the environment. 
FY2012, a total of 7,200 children participated in 144 Nature 
Wagon sessions conducted by 5 Honda factories.

 
Volunteers help children extend their 
own autonomy.

Dream Hands is an introductory handicraft program that children 
can experience while having fun creating Honda-designed crafts 
cardboard. Current and retired Honda associates volunteers 
provide support as participating children experience the joy of 
creating things. During FY2012, about 6,600 children participated 
in a total of 150 Dream Hands sessions conducted by 8 Honda 
facilities.

 
Children assemble a large number of 
parts one at a time with their own 
hands, not stopping until the project 
is finished.

Working with local residents, current and retired Honda Group 
associates clean sand beaches throughout Japan using a simple, 
compact, and lightweight towable beach cleaner designed for easy 
operation. The device was developed by Honda based on the 
desire of associates to preserve barefoot beaches for future 
generations. During FY2012, some 3,700 people participated in 25 
beach-cleaning events.

 
Honda associates clean a beach 
together with local residents.

The water we use is carried by rivers from the mountains to the 
sea. Forests near river headwaters store water over long periods 
of time and help sustain the flow of rivers. Honda is involved with 
forest conservation activities led by current and retired associate 
volunteers at all of its facilities in order to help preserve these 
precious Watersheds for future generations. FY2012, more than 
300 volunteers participated in a total of 9 projects in 6 locations.

In Japan, we strive to blend in with the regions in which we conduct business, pursuing regionally grounded 
activities in partnership with domestic facilities, dealerships, and group companies in an effort to coexist 
with the local community. We have established Philanthropy Offices at our headquarters and five facilities 
around Japan. Philanthropy Offices in each of Honda's 5 factories and the Philanthropy Office at our 
headquarters communicate closely to verify progress in common initiatives while sharing information. 

Children's Idea Contest

Nature Wagon

Dream Hands

Honda Beach Clean-up activities

Watershed preservations in Japan

Associate volunteers participate in a 
project to watershed preservations 
activity.
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In January 2011, a total of 65 people, including associates from 
Honda Manufacturing of Alabama, LLC, (HMA) and their friends 
and family members, participated in a project known as "100-
1000: Restore Coastal Alabama," an effort to restore ecosystems 
in Helen Wood Park along the shores of Mobile Bay, Alabama. The 
project aims to restore ecosystems that suffered enormous 
damage during the Gulf of Mexico crude oil spill in April 2010 by 
creating 100 miles of oyster reefs and 1,000 acres of wetlands 
along the Gulf. 
 
Some 700 volunteers from around the area participated on the 
day of the project, joining members of various groups and 
conservation activists under the slogan "Restore the Alabama 
Coast." Honda will continue to work toward the revitalization of 
the Gulf through this project.

 
Participants place oysters in a line in 
a wetland area

American Honda Motor has been hosting the Honda Campus All-
star Challenge, a competition for students from historically black 
colleges and universities, since 1989. American Honda Motor 
donates $300,000 each year to the event, which is held to foster 
student leadership, promote diversity, and cultivate academic 
ability in order to facilitate better careers. A total of 75,000 
students have participated in the event, the first and only of its 
kind to invite students to compete on the basis of academic 
ability, since it was first held, and American Honda Motor has 
donated a total of $6 million. The funds have been used for a 
variety of student training and hands-on activities, and students 
who have participated have gone on to pursue careers in law, 
medicine, aeronautics, education, engineering, and government. 
American Honda Motor will continue to help young, intelligent 
leaders grow and contribute to their communities.

 
African-American students 
participating in the event's final round

Honda Canada Manufacturing is involved in an effort to clean up 
Spring Creek, a pristine stream that flows through one of its sites. 
The project, which was launched in 2000, is conceived to protect 
wildlife such as rare waterfowl, particularly the eastern bluebird, 
that inhabit the river's basin. The first Saturday of each May, 
which has been designated as Clean-up Day, about 70 associates 
and their family members participate as volunteers in the 
cleanup. 
 
The project has facilitated a range of environmental conservation 
activities, including the removal of plant species that harm the 
local ecosystem, construction of nest boxes for eastern bluebirds, 
and planting of seedlings. In 2011, volunteers built five new nest 
boxes in eastern bluebird habitats, bringing the total to 29. Going 
forward, Honda Canada Manufacturing will continue to actively 
pursue regionally grounded environmental conservation activities.

 
An eastern bluebird nest box built by 
volunteers

U.S.A. (California): Fostering the development of African-American students 
into the leaders of the future

USA (Alabama): Developing coastal breeding grounds for oysters

Canada: Protecting a pristine stream at a company site
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In May 2011, Honda South America conducted a beach cleanup at 
Praia Grande in Sao Paulo with the goal of communicating the 
importance of not littering the sand beach and preserving it to be 
enjoyed by future generations. 
 
The cleanup utilized a towable beach cleaner used in combination 
with a Honda all-terrain vehicle (ATV). This approach sped the 
cleanup process while allowing collection of buried litter that 
would have been difficult to remove by hand, limiting the impact 
on the environment and maximizing efficiency. A total of 45 
employees from Honda South America participated in the cleanup. 
 
A tent at the site housed displays of the CG150 TITAN MIX, the 
world's first flexible-fuel motorcycle, and the CR-Z hybrid 
automobile. All power was provided by Honda Soltec solar cells. 
The company also held a workshop for 120 local elementary 
school students, providing an opportunity for them to study the 
importance of nature. 
 
Honda South America plans to continue this activity in the future.

 
ATVs and towable beach cleaners 
cleaning the sand beach

Honda Motor de Chile has been offering Motorcycle Safe Riding 
Seminars since 2008 in an effort to prevent traffic accidents and 
encourage more riders to operate their motorcycles in a 
responsible manner by teaching residents safe riding practices. 
 
The company held 14 seminars over a one-year period with 
lectures on motorcycle theory and a practice track laid out at a 
shopping mall in Santiago. With large numbers of people already 
riding motorcycles or wishing to do so, safe riding skills are 
essential. These seminars play a useful role for individuals who 
may be interested in learning how to ride but lack the financial 
wherewithal to pay for lessons. 
 
In 2011, the event drew 1,374 participants, bringing the total to 
6,055 since the project began.

 
The safe riding seminar held at a 
shopping mall

In addition to donating a Honda EG6500 generator to 
CINEKINESIS, a mobile theater that tours the country by bus, 
Honda Motor de Argentina became an event participant in April 
2011. 
 
In the project, CINEKINESIS staff and Honda volunteers travel to 
rural areas, where they offer movies, games, and workshops for 
local children. Additionally, associates and their family members 
donate classroom supplies and books for use by kindergarten 
programs. 
 
Through the project, all Honda Motor de Argentina associates 
have come together in an effort to fulfill their responsibility as 
members of society by playing a useful role in their local 
communities. In this project, volunteers embarked on a 22,000-
kilometer journey throughout Argentina along with a Honda 
generator, mobilizing 13,200 spectators in 110 cities and 23 
provinces.

 
Interacting with kindergartners

Argentina: Associates interact with kindergartners while participating in a 
mobile theater project

Brazil: Beach cleanup activities

Chile: Hosting safe riding seminars for motorcycle riders
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Each year, associates at Honda Automoviles Espana spend the 
anniversary of the company's founding by making repairs to a 
home for disadvantaged children. 
 
On this year's anniversary in March 2012, all 65 of the company's 
associates completed repairs to a children's home in Barcelona in 
order to help disadvantaged children aged 3 to 16. Associates 
came together to make various improvements at the facility, 
including by painting children's rooms, the dining room, the 
building's outside walls, and benches; cleaning the yard; and 
setting up new televisions and furniture in its rec room. 
 
Activities carried out on the anniversary of the company's 
founding are based on Honda's vision of "Striving to Be a 
Company Society Wants to Exist." They not only bring joy to the 
children's home, but also provide a valuable opportunity for all 
associates to contribute to their local community through their 
own actions.

 
Associates making repairs at a 
children's home

In June 2011, Honda Poland joined with members of Honda's VFR 
Motorcycle Club to host an event on Children's Day to cheer up 
sick children. The event was motivated by a desire to help the 
children forget their illness for a short period of time by assisting 
in a children's health program run by the VFR Club. 
 
At the event, seriously ill children played together and had fun at 
a variety of Honda booths, where they practiced on a riding 
trainer (a motorcycle traffic safety education device), competed 
for prizes, and rode motorcycles decorated with manga 
characters. Each year, about 300 to 500 children participate in the 
event, which is held in early June.

 
Honda booths at the event

An extremely acidic chemical known as red mud was accidentally 
released in the village of Kolontar in Hungary, sweeping away 
houses, killing and injuring residents and animals, and causing far
-ranging environmental destruction. The accident destroyed most 
of the village and surrounding countryside, including the area's 
school. The Honda CBF Club planned a motorcycle tour to help 
students forget the disaster. 
 
One day in April 2011, a total of 33 motorcycles picked up 12 
students and took them on an exciting tour to Sumeg. The 
participating students had a great time during the trip, when they 
talked about how fast the motorcycles were traveling and seemed 
to truly enjoy themselves. Before returning to Kolontar, they 
received "Honorary Rider" ID cards, t-shirts, games, writing 
supplies, and candy. The students expressed their heartfelt 
thanks for an unforgettable day made possible by donations and 
the CBF Club.

 
Students from Kolontar's school on a 
motorcycle tour

Hungary: Holding a motorcycle tour in support of recovery from a tragedy 
caused by an accidental release of red mud

Spain: Repairing a home for disadvantaged children

Poland: Hosting a children's health event on Children's Day
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In October 2011, Bukit Batok Driving Center (BBDC) cooperated 
with the Singapore Traffic Police to hold Ride Safe, the country's 
only event designed to promote safe riding skills for motorcycle 
riders. Ride Safe was launched in 2007 in conjunction with the 
Traffic Police in order to eliminate speeding and drunk driving by 
motorcycle riders in response to the fact that most traffic accident 
fatalities in the country involved motorcycles. 
 
Some 300 corporate and regional riders participated in the 2011 
event, which was also attended by guests including the secretary 
of the Cabinet Office and the director of the Singapore National 
Police Department's Traffic Police Division. Participants at the 
BBDC event listened to lectures outlining accident case studies 
and experienced defensive riding, rapid braking, riding with a 
passenger, and simulated drunk driving. The same day, posters 
raising safety awareness were put up throughout Singapore, and 
pamphlets about safe driving were distributed at parking lots 
everywhere. 
 
In 2012, Honda plans to work with police to further expand the 
scale of this Singapore-wide event in partnership with three 
driving schools (two of which are Honda-related) and other 
motorcycle manufacturers.

 
Riders participating in a local class 
using motorcycles

In October 2010, the Honda Foundation Inc. in Philippines began 
participating in Road to 2020, a project of the NGO Haribon 
Foundation aimed at protecting tropical rain forests. The program, 
which is working to replant trees unique to the Philippines on 
deforested land in an effort to restore the wildlife that once 
thrived in the associated ecosystems, has embraced the goal of 
restoring a total of 1 million hectares of tropical rainforest in the 
Philippines by 2020. The project plans to plant 50,000 trees in 10 
years by planting indigenous tree species in the watershed in the 
province of Laguna each year. 
 
A total of 110 volunteers from Honda dealerships, business 
partners, motorcycle clubs, and other organizations participated in 
the August 2011 tree-planting event. Over the last two years, 
project volunteers have planted 7,500 trees on 3 hectares.

 
Associates participating in the tree-
planting event

In 2004, Vietnam Auto Parts launched a project to give presents 
to disadvantaged and disabled children. Twice each year at New 
Year's and on the mid-autumn festival, about 10 associates give 
presents to about 50 children aged 3 to 14 as a way of giving 
something back to the communities where company worksites are 
located and to associates' hometowns. Participating associates 
interact with the children, cheering them up and motivating them 
to overcome the challenges of their everyday lives. 
 
Participants work with provincial and district labor departments 
and labor unions to determine which facilities to visit, and a total 
of 12 institutions have been visited to date. Gifts for the children 
are intended to make them happy and are consistent with the 
time of year and associated Vietnamese festivals (for example, 
candy and cookies at New Year's and moon cakes at the mid-
autumn festival). Vietnam Auto Parts plans to continue this 
activity in the future.

 

Associates giving presents to children

In December 2009, Honda Engineering Thailand launched a 
project to invite soldiers and teachers to areas near the Thai 
border, where they build and repair school facilities such as 
libraries, classrooms, and restrooms. The company funds the 
project, which seeks to expand children's dreams and share 
opportunity, through donations and t-shirt sales. 
 
In 2011, a total of 28 participants boarded 7 4WD vehicles to 
travel to a school in Tak Province, which is located 500 kilometers 

 

Philippines: Participating in the Road to 2020 project to protect tropical rain 
forests

Vietnam: Providing presents for disadvantaged and disabled 
children

Thailand: Broadening dreams and sharing opportunity through the 
Jigsaw Project

Singapore: Ride Safe, a safe riding course for motorcycle riders

from the capital Bangkok, to install equipment for supplying clean 
drinking water to the school's teachers, students, and other 
village residents. Going forward, the company plans to build 
classrooms and other buildings for a school in northern Thailand.

Soldiers joining students from the 
school in the project
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In November 2011, the Steven Walter Fund held a pediatric 
cancer charity event in the Snowy Mountain region near the 
capital Canberra. The fund, which was created in accordance with 
the last wishes of a young motorcycle enthusiast named Steven 
Walter who died from cancer, holds the event as a way for 
participating riders to raise money to eliminate pediatric cancer. 
This year, more than 3,000 riders from all around Australia 
participated. 
 
Honda Australia Motorcycle and Power Equipment (AUH-MPE) has 
participated as a sponsor since the first event (in 2001), and the 
company donated A$100,000 (about ¥8.8 million) in 2011. That 
figure includes a CBR1000RR donated to a charity auction and a 
VFR1200F donated as the first-place prize for the event's rally 
race. 
 
The motorcycle donated to the auction was awarded to the rider 
whose name was chosen from participants who had purchased 
lottery tickets, the proceeds of which were donated to the fund. 
The company also offered test rides at a booth at the event. 
 
The donations raised at the event were presented to a pediatric 
cancer center, where they will be used to fund research conceived 
to aid in the early detection of cancer and the investigation of its 
causes. Total donations since 2001 exceed A$3 million (about 
¥240 million).

 
Riders participating at the charity 
event

Australia: Holding a charity event to eliminate pediatric cancer
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In November 2011, the 5th Honda China Eco Mileage Challenge 
Fuel Economy Contest was held at the Guangdong International 
Circuit. Participants in the contest compete to see whose team 
can travel the farthest on 1 liter of gasoline at the event, which 
aims to provide an opportunity to affirm the importance of using 
energy resources effectively, raise awareness of the need to 
conserve the environment, and experience the joy of 
manufacturing. 
 
A total of 555 competitors in 111 teams participated in the 2011 
event, which was the fifth time the contest has been run and the 
first such competition in the world to feature an electric vehicle 
(EV) class where participants competed to see which team could 
drive the greatest distance within the allotted period of time using 
batteries as their sole source of power. Sixteen teams participated 
in the EV class, and Shanghai's Tongji University won. The school 
also won the grand prize in the gasoline-powered vehicle class, 
repeating their performance in the 2010 event. 
 
Honda Group companies placing in the competition included 
Honda Motorcycle R&D China Co., Ltd.; Guangzhou Honda 
Automobile Co., Ltd.; and Dongfeng Honda Automobile Co., Ltd. 
Honda will continue to support young people who strive to 
improve technology.

 
Participants competing in the contest

Dream Hands is an introductory handicraft program that allows 
children to experience the fun of creating Honda-designed crafts 
out of cardboard. In this event, Honda associates join with area 
children to create a Honda product (ASIMO) out of cardboard. It 
gives local children an opportunity to interact with one another 
while experiencing the joy of making things. 
 
In July 2011, the company held an event to make a miniature 
ASIMO out of cardboard for 20 third- to fifth-graders at Mingde 
Elementary School in Xinghe County, a local school that has 
participated in Honda's tree-planting program in Inner Mongolia. 
The children approached their task with great seriousness, 
working carefully so as not to make a mistake in their crafts.

 
Children making ASIMO out of 
cardboard

As automobile ownership rate increases in China, traffic 
congestion is becoming a serious issue. At the same time, 
awareness of the risk of traffic accidents and safety in general is 
also increasing. Guangzhou Honda Automobile Co., Ltd., has been 
offering safe driving training since 2005 in order to improve 
awareness of traffic safety and driving skills in keeping with its 
safety philosophy of "Safety for Everyone." The company 
expanded an internal training program in 2007 to include 
members of the local community, working to communicate 
knowledge related to safe driving in China's major cities and 
share its safety philosophy. Starting in 2010, dealerships began 
conducting related activities in order to spread safe driving 
knowledge to customers. 
 
In 2011, internal training for this hands-on safe driving activity 
was offered 20 times, and a total of 400 people participated. 
Additionally, more than 100 dealerships offered training for some 
20,000 people. Training for local communities was held in Beijing, 
Zhengzhou, Guangzhon, Chengdu, and other cities with 
participation by the traffic police and media. The transportation 
sector offered cooperation and support for the event, and 
customers praised its effectiveness.

 
The fourth hands-on safe driving 
activity

In 2011, Guangzhou Honda Automobile Co., Ltd., marked the 
10th year of its tree-planting program. In July 2011, the company 
held a Ten-year Tree-planting University Student Environmental 
Conservation DV Contest to commemorate the anniversary and 
pass on Honda's environmental conservation philosophy. 

China (Shanghai): Holding the Eco Mileage Challenge Fuel Economy 
Contest

China (Inner Mongolia): Holding Dream Hands so children can experience 
handicrafts

China (Guangzhou): Expanding a hands-on safe driving activity to include the 
community

China (Guangzhou): Planting trees in Inner Mongolia
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Teams with 36 members each from 8 universities participated in 
the contest. Participants experienced and recorded the significant 
changes that tree-planting activities provoked in local residents 
and the environment in Hebei Province. Each team then presented 
their thoughts on the environment from a variety of perspectives 
at an award ceremony held in Beijing in August, and the following 
day, participants planted trees in Inner Mongolia. 
 
The purpose of the tree-planting activity went beyond 
environmental conservation to include spreading environmental 
awareness. On a fundamental level, environmental issues cannot 
be solved by individuals or companies acting alone; it is critical 
that all people take an interest and work together to resolve 
them. Based on its belief that the young people who will be 
responsible for the future have an important role to play, the 
company will continue to spread its environmental conservation 
philosophy.

 
Tree-planting activity in Inner 
Mongolia

 
Award ceremony at the Ten-year Tree
-planting University Student 
Environmental Conservation DV 
Contest
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