
We strive to be a company that society wants to exist by  
continuously turning our dreams into reality.  
Let us share such thoughts with you.

The "white work uniform" is where 
Honda's dreams begin.

Even today, our work uniforms reflect 
the thoughts of our founder, Soichiro 
Honda. "If dirt stands out, then, to 
avoid getting dirty, associates will have 
to make sure the machines are kept 
clean." "The buttons and zippers should 
be covered to prevent products from 
getting scratched." As exemplified by 
the uniform, all of our efforts help us 
clarify problems and deliver good 
products to our customers. This 
philosophy expanded globally and is 
adopted today by every Honda 
associate. We are committed to taking 
on new challenges on a daily basis with 
the aim of turning our dreams into 
reality.
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At the North American International Auto Show held in Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A., on January 9, 2012, 
Honda proudly announced its next-generation supercar, the NSX Concept, at a press conference. The 
NSX Concept features a new hybrid system that combines a mid-mounted next-generation, direct-
injection VTEC V-6 engine with high efficiency motors and the system works in concert with a dual-
clutch transmission. The NSX Concept also incorporates a Sport Hybrid SH-AWD (Super Handling All 
Wheel Drive) system with a unique 2 Electric Motor Drive Unit that powers the left and right front 
wheels. The result is a machine that delivers an all-new experience of unmatched supercar 
acceleration and driving joy achieved by uniting the car and driver as one.

The NSX Concept shares the same design concept as Honda's first super sports car, the NSX, which 
gained overwhelming popularity in the 90's. The catchphrase for the first-generation NSX was "Our 
dreams come true." Literally, the first-generation NSX was Honda's dream come true and it was 
developed as a super sports car that put the focus on the driver. 
The original NSX development team set out to create a 3-liter, middle-weight car with extremely 
lightweight all-aluminum body construction. More specifically, the team strove to achieve world leading 
driving performance while securing a natural driving position, excellent drivability and clear visibility. 
Through meticulous driving tests and a high level of engineering, the team succeeded in accomplishing 
its goals. As the super sports car that elevated the level of synergy between man and machine, the 
NSX offered comfort and durability along with innovative features such as traction control, and collision 
safety features. The level of comfort was epitomized in 1992 at the Suzuka circuit when the late 
Ayrton Senna test drove the NSX-R, which was developed to be the best performing super car on the 
circuit, and said "comfort!" as he exited the cockpit.

 
The first-generation NSX launched in 1990

The first-generation NSX was the world's first mass-produced vehicle to feature all-aluminum body 
construction. While featuring light body weight that offered high-level fuel efficiency, it also exhibited 
excellent environmental performance from the perspective of conserving resources, because aluminum 
is recyclable. 
The next-generation supercar, the NSX Concept, is much more than a fast new super sports model. It 
is a machine that delivers new heights in driving pleasure while at the same time attaining a high level 
of environmental performance and fuel efficiency by incorporating a new drive system. 

The NSX Concept unveiled at Welcome 
Plaza in Honda Headquarters, Tokyo. 
To be launched in Japan and abroad.

The NSX Concept is a landmark product that exemplifies the direction Honda R&D is taking – in its 
pursuit of the joy and freedom of mobility and minimal impact on the environment. Honda is 
determined to continue developing many products with an edge that are capable of offering both fun 
and environmental values.
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The Acura booth at the North American 
International Auto Show is where the NSX 
Concept was unveiled. A large group of 
media representatives who showed up an 
hour before the opening welcomed 
Takanobu Ito, President and CEO of Honda 
Motor Co., Ltd., with cheers and applause 
when he made his appearance. It was a 
moment when the media shared a bit of 
Honda's dreams through the NSX Concept.  
"I have been promoting a development 
system in which products with a sharp edge 
could be created to deliver a truly exciting 
experience along with excellent 
environmental performance," explains 
Takanobu Ito, who was part of the team 
that developed the body structure of 
Honda's first NSX. His passionate speech 
continued… "We debated and debated 
endlessly. How does one get ahead in this 
world? What exactly is a supercar created 
by Honda?'" 

"As a result of our endless discussion, we created a set of 
new supercar values. We would strive to balance the 
synergy of man and machine at a high level with 
heightened comfort and intuitive handling." It was 
Takanobu Ito who proposed using an all-aluminum body 
structure on the original NSX. He was willing to take on 
big challenges, knowing that driving conditions can be 
complex and aluminum is difficult to handle in terms of 
molding and welding.  
He focused on the higher potential, rather than the 
drawbacks. For example, aluminum is a non-polluting 
resource that exhibits excellent anti-rust performance and 
recyclability. The resulting NSX, a sports car made by 
sports car enthusiasts, was Honda's long-sought dream 
come true. It was a composite of countless dreams. The 
design philosophy that focused on people gave birth to a 
sports car that delivered a whole new driving experience. 
And now, the NSX Concept is about to start its journey by 
turning our dreams into reality again – balancing the joy 
of driving and environmental responsibility, two seemingly 
contradictory goals, at an uncompromising level.

The NSX Concept unveiled at Welcome 
Plaza in Honda Headquarters, Tokyo. 
To be launched in Japan and abroad.
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Approximately 30 years ago in 1981, we introduced the 
Honda Electro Gyrocator, a predecessor of Internavi. The 
world's first car navigation system made its debut as one of 
the indispensable technologies to complete the "automated 
driving" system to which Honda devoted itself at the time. It 
was launched along with other technologies such as Antilock 
Braking System (ABS) and Cruise Control System. The debut 
of the Honda Electro Gyrocator signaled the start of our new 
challenge to meet the demands of car navigation users, such 
as requests for the best possible routes and the most up-to-
date map data. 

Car navigation systems are close to everyone, within 
easy reach. "That's why if there's a feature, not quite a 
defect, that doesn't live up to their expectations, they 
easily feel that something is missing," said Takeshi 
Imai, Executive General Manager of the Internavi 
Telematics Division at the time of Internavi's launch. 
Honda listened to customer demands for more precise 
road information and easier access to new map data, 
and swiftly responded with customer-oriented 
development that facilitated digitalization and Internet 
compatibility to update routes and map data with the 
utmost speed. In 2002, Internavi evolved to allow 
interactive communication, and in the following year, 
Internavi Club members were able to share traffic 
information among members. This is how the current 
Internavi emerged.

For over two decades, our associates in the field of car 
navigation took on many challenges to overcome various 
obstacles – mostly in the area of communications 
technologies. However, there were also obstacles related to 
laws and regulations. "Traffic information used to be under 
the control of each local government. For instance, private 
companies could not provide an ideal route for travelers 
from Yokohama to Narita Airport because it crossed several 
prefectures," said Kazuya Tamura, Manager/Chief Engineer 
of the Internavi Telematics Division. It's almost unbelievable 
now, but due to urgent requests from Honda and others in 
the industry, private companies were finally able to process 

 

traffic information freely in 2006 when the Road Traffic Act 
was revised.
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We began compiling data on the 
same day the 2011 earthquake 
occurred.

Passable Road Maps

Our traffic record information was utilized by many people 
driving vehicles to provide aid in the devastated areas. 
Moreover, these drivers provided wide-ranging comments 
on the situation. Twitter users were even requesting that 
Internavi users in the devastated region transmit their 
location information. In response to requests for 
information on Niigata and Ibaragi prefectures, the relief 
supply delivery routes, we expanded information coverage 
to include these areas on March 16. Predicting that many 
more people would be heading toward the affected areas 
during Japan's Golden Week holiday, we also began 
providing traffic congestion information on April 27.

Coverage expanded on March 16 to 
include Niigata and Ibaragi 
prefectures

These Internavi activities received recognition in the form 
of various awards that included the 2011 Good Design 
Grand Award, the Great East Japan Earthquake Response 
Special Awards from the 2011 Nikkei Superior Products & 
Services Awards, and the Review Board Special Award from 
the 41st Japan Industrial Technology Grand Prizes.  
We are honored that the performance of Internavi is widely 
recognized. Having started the "dots" service in March 
2012, which connects Internavi with social networks, and 
Honda Moto LINK for Honda motorcycle owners in April, we 
believe the system has much more to offer. Recalling the 
words of Soichiro Honda, "Wishing to deliver what's useful 
to people, convenient and fun to use," Imai looks forward 
to the future and says "the potential of Internavi is even 
bigger."

Internavi received recognition from 
various fields, including the 2011 
Good Design Grand Award

What Internavi delivers is not confined to information that enhances driving comfort. We started 
offering Internavi Weather, which provides real-time information on weather conditions, ahead of the 
competition in 2005. In 2007, the service expanded to offer the world's first pinpoint forecasts of 
intense rainfall. In 2008, the industry's first earthquake information was added, and now Internavi 
offers other information that helps people prepare for disasters.

The Chuetsu Earthquake in Niigata Prefecture in 2004 prompted our development of the Traffic Record 
Map, which utilizes traffic information shared among members, in collaboration with the National 
Research Institute for Earth Science and Disaster Prevention. Soon after the new system was launched 
in 2007, the Niigata-Chuetsu Earthquake put the system to practical use. "Based on that experience, 
we didn't hesitate to respond swiftly when the Great East Japan Earthquake occurred," said one 
Internavi Telematics Division member. On the evening of the day when the earthquake hit, Internavi 
Telematics Division members inspected the system, confirmed its operability and started compiling 
traffic information in the devastated area. They then released the compiled traffic data in the Google 
Earth format at 10:30 a.m. on March 12, the day after the devastation. Furthermore, we started 
releasing information on Passable Road Maps on March 14 so more people could understand the traffic 
conditions. Disclosing Honda's proprietary information to the public may have been a bit awkward. "We 
actually hesitated for 10 seconds," Imai laughed. Since Honda's priority was to provide convenience to 
users, we decided to release the data.
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