
　Safety Initiatives　

Honda’s approach to safety

Safety through technology and education

The fundamentals of safety technology development

Honda’s commitment to Safety for Everyone is not limited to the 
needs of car drivers and motorcycle riders but rather extends to 
passengers, pedestrians, and occupants of all vehicles—in a word, 
to everyone on the road. We will continue to develop and refine its 

innovative technologies and work to equip our automobiles and 
motorcycles with the most advanced, effective safety technologies 
possible. Our goal is nothing less than the safety of all those who 
share the road in our mobile society.

Consistent with its overriding goal of Safety for Everyone, Honda 
is tackling safety issues from both technological and educational 
perspectives. We’re working to ensure that our vehicles deliver the 
best possible safety performance, and we also promote safe driving 
skills and awareness among our customers and society at large.
    Honda has always been in the vanguard of safety, leveraging 
proprietary intelligent systems to bring active safety technologies to 
market. We were the first automaker in Japan to introduce many of 
the safety technologies used in today’s cars, including three-point seat 
belts, the Anti-lock Brake System (ABS), SRS airbag system, Vehicle 
Stability Assist (VSA), and Collision Mitigation Brake System (CMBS).
    Honda has always been a leader in developing both active 
and passive safety technologies, including car bodies designed to 
enhance occupant and pedestrian safety. As a leading motorcycle 
manufacturer, Honda pioneered motorcycle airbag systems, the Combi 
Brake System (front-rear braking force distribution system), Combined 
ABS (front-rear braking force distribution ABS), and other advanced 
braking systems.Honda has also worked consistently to promote 
driving safety since establishing the Driving Safety Promotion 
Center in 1970. Our history in this area is one of many successes, 
and we have absolute confidence in the extent to which they have 
contributed to society.
    By simultaneously pursuing both technological and educational 

initiatives, Honda believes it can harness a variety of synergetic 
effects and help bring about a richer mobile society. 

Honda’s approach to safety

Safety technology

Optimizing safety performance
ACTIVE SAFETY
• Accident prevention technology
• Hazard avoidance technology

PRE-CRASH SAFETY

PASSIVE SAFETY
• Injury minimization technology
• Post-accident technology

Education

Promoting safe driving skills and awareness 
•��Trainers: Training driving safety trainers
•��Opportunities: Making experiential training equipment available 
•��Knowledge: Creating programs and teaching materials;  

fostering expertise 

　Setting ambitious targets and developing advanced safety technology　

Various safety standards for automobiles and motorcycles are in 
force worldwide. Proactively complying with the laws and regulations 
of each country and region and aiming to meet its own even 
higher standards, Honda strives continuously to enhance the safety 
performance of its products.

    Honda believes that safety is a prerequisite of mobility.  
We’re setting ambitious targets in the ongoing development of our 
advanced safety technology, optimizing the safety performance  
of all our products.
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Safety technologies for motorcycles and automobiles

ACTIVE SAFETY PRE-CRASH SAFETY PASSIVE SAFETY

Traffic safety
education Accident prevention Hazard avoidance PRE-CRASH SAFETY Injury minimization Post-accident

Riding simulator
Advanced Safety Vehicle 4 
(ASV-4) R&D

Combi Brake System (front-rear 
braking force distribution) Airbag systems

Riding trainer
Driving Safety Support 
Systems (DSSS) R&D Body Protector

Bicycle simulator
Visibility enhancement R&D 
(FACE, LONG)*1

Combined ABS (front-rear 
braking force distribution ABS)

Driving simulator Adaptive Cruise Control 
(ACC)

Anti-Lock Brake System 
(ABS) Collision Mitigation Brake 

System (CMBS) with 
E-Pretensioners

Collision-Safety Body Design Emergency call services

Safety Navi Lane-Keeping Assist System 
(LKAS)

Electronic Brake Distribution 
(EBD) Seatbelt systems Collision Detection Door 

Lock Release System

Adaptive Front Lighting 
System (AFS) Vehicle Stability Assist (VSA) Airbag systems

Intelligent Night Vision 
System

Motion Adaptive EPS 
(Electric Power Steering) Child restraint systems

Multi-View Camera System Pop-up Hood System

Advanced Safety Vehicle 4 
(ASV-4) R&D Active Head Restraint

Driving Safety Support 
Systems (DSSS) R&D

*1  FACE: Facial Attention for Conspicuity Enhancement; LONG: Longitudinal Oriented Normative time Gap

Focusing on hands-on driving safety education
Based on its belief in the equal importance of giving customers safe 
products and communicating knowledge and technologies for safe 
driving, Honda has worked to promote safe driving in order to help 
bring about a safer mobility society as parts of its corporate social 
responsibility program. 
    Japanese and overseas Traffic Education Centers as well as 
automobile, motorcycle, and power product dealerships lead the way 

in carrying out these efforts, focusing on passing on safety education 
from person to person and practical, hands-on education that lets 
students experience hazards in a safe environment. 
    We’re also working to enhance and strengthen these activities 
based on changes in society’s approach to transportation and the 
full range of customer needs so that they play a practical role for all 
transportation users. 

　Pursuing safety at every stage　

Working toward the objective of realizing Safety for Everyone, Honda 
is developing technologies and equipment in support of everything 
from traffic safety training to post-accident emergency technology.    
We’re working on both active and passive safety initiatives for 

automobiles and motorcycles while also developing pre-crash safety 
technology for automobiles. With power products, our development 
of a wide range of products has been guided by our own Honda 
Power Products Safety Requirements.

　ACTIVE SAFETY/ PASSIVE SAFETY/ PRE-CRASH SAFETY　

The objective of active safety is to enhance traffic safety through the 
following measures: traffic safety education, accident prevention 
technology that helps the driver avoid dangerous situations, and 
hazard avoidance technology that helps the driver take preventive 
action in the face of imminent danger.
    Passive safety is focused on minimizing the injuries and damage 
that may occur in the event of an accident. Initiatives are broadly 
divided into technology for minimizing injuries, which focuses on the 
protection of vehicle occupants and pedestrians at the moment of 

impact, and technology for minimizing post-accident danger,  
which focuses on limiting injuries and damage after an accident  
has occurred.
    Pre-crash safety is a new approach to automobile safety 
technology that embraces both active and passive safety. Some 
Honda pre-crash safety technologies warn drivers of an unavoidable 
collision or risk of collision and activate brakes and seat belt 
pretensioners to help minimize injuries and vehicle damage.
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Traffic safety initiatives overview

Location Programs Instructors
Main target

Children Students Adults Seniors

 Certified Rainbow Dealer

•Safety advice at dealerships
•Safety seminars
•Driving schools
•Cooperation with local traffic safety organizations

•Safety coordinators
•Chief safety coordinators ● ● ●

Certified Safety Support 
Dealer

•Safety advice at dealerships
•Riding schools
•Cooperation with local traffic safety organizations

•Riding advisors
•Sport riding school instructors ● ● ●

Power Products •Safety advice at dealerships •Monpal safe operation instructors
•Monpal safe operation trainers ●

Traffic Education Centers

•Training for drivers and instructors
•Training for motorcycle and automobile dealership associates
•Riding and driving training courses
•Training using riding simulators and driving simulators
•�Instructor exchanges and events, competitions to foster skill 

improvement

•Traffic Education Center instructors ● ● ● ●

•Special training programs for various age groups ● ● ● ●

Honda facilities, Group companies •Driving/riding safety training for associates
•Honda First Aid

•Instructors at Honda facilities
•Honda First Aid senior instructors
•Honda First Aid instructors

● ● ●

Regional initiatives

•Development of learning materials
•Instructor training
•Educational programs
•Traffic safety classes held in preschools and elementary schools
•Local traffic safety initiatives

•Teachers and staff of schools
•Traffic safety trainers
•Driving Safety Promotion Center instructors

● ● ● ●

Industry initiatives
•Traffic safety campaigns
•Development of traffic safety learning programs
•Collaboration on instructor education

● ● ● ●

Dealerships (automobile, 
motorcycle)

•Advice at dealerships
•Driving training courses
•Riding training courses
•Cooperation with local traffic safety initiatives

•Instructors at dealerships ● ● ● ●

Traffic Education Centers

•Instructor training
•Training for motorcycle and automobile dealership associates
•Riding and driving training courses
•Training using riding simulators and driving simulators
•Cooperation with local traffic safety initiatives
•Courses for license seekers
•�Instructor exchanges and events, competitions to foster skill 

enhancement

•Traffic Education Center instructors ● ● ● ●

*Traffic Education Centers are responsible for most driver education programs, while District Promotion Departments are responsible for other educational programs.

Education for
children and

elementary school students

Lifelong learning initiatives in traffic safety

Providing opportunities for people to study traffic safety in a manner
that is appropriate for their life stages as lifelong learning 

Helping participants develop 
into transportation users 

with sound common
sense

Helping participants become 
responsible transportation 

users with high moral 
standards

 Education for middle,
high school,

and college students

Education for drivers*
(for general drivers as well

as instructors)

Education for
senior citizens

Helping participants develop 
and maintain a high level

of safety awareness

Helping participants remain 
enthusiastic and energetic 

transportation users

Providing opportunities for learning traffic safety nationwide
Honda believes that in a society that depends on an increasingly 
complex mix of transportation modalities, pursuing safety for all 
people—not only drivers, but also pedestrians, cyclists, and other 
transportation users—makes an important contribution to the effort 
to bring about a more advanced mobility society.
    To this end, it is necessary to provide opportunities for people in  
all life stages, from children to senior citizens, to study traffic safety 
as part of their lifelong learning. 
    In order to comply with this imperative, Honda has embraced a 
regionally grounded approach under which the company works with 

local communities to give local residents leadership roles.  
It is also essential to consider which educational techniques are most 
practical and effective for particular age groups and incorporate them 
into these programs.
    Our efforts to promote traffic safety through regionally grounded 
programs and initiatives that are both advanced and distinctive in 
character center on three themes: fostering instructors,  
providing educational opportunities, developing educational 
programs and techniques as well as developing and providing 
educational equipment.
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